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toral Department to a large degree for the
abuses that crept in, but these abuses were
attributable to interested parties. The ex-
perience of the last election, should be a
guide for the Electoral Department, and I
hope that it will he po.ssible to prevent a re-
currence of the abuses. The position of the
Electoral Department to-day in its relation
to members of Parliament, is important, but
we find that the Chief Electoral Officer is
without power to act and that he is under
the aegis of the Under Secretary for Law.
That position should not exist; the Chief
Electoral Officer should he given the status
it is necessary he should have. He should
be the head of his department, responsible
alone to a Minister of the Crown. I am sure
all members here will agree that that is a
desirable course. The less this officer is in-
terfered with by members of Parliament, ar
by Parliament, the better service will be
given and the more respect will he command.
If faults have been found in the past,' they
have arisen out of dual control, and also
insufficient funds with which to conduct
operations. I hope the anal control will be
removed, and that more money will he pro-
vided. In the Governor's Speech there is
only one matter to which I wish to refer,
and it is in regard to the proposed legisla-
tion. There is reference to a Bill to amend
the Constitution. I am not aware what shape
that legislation will take, hut if it takes the
shape that I am hoping, it will receive my
,hearty support. The Constitution to-day re-
quir-es that there shall be six portfolioed
Ministers and that one shall have a seat in
the Leg-islation Council. In addition to the
six Ministers, we have three Honorary Min-
isters. The Constitution under which we
are working is 30 years old, and if six salt.
ried Ministers were necessary when the Act
was passed so long ago, it is obvious that
more are needed now. We find that the Gov-
ernment for some time past have fallen hack
on the expediency of appointing Honorary
Ministers, and paying them from their own
-the Ministers-salaries. That is really un-
constitutional, and if the Government will
introduce a Bill to provide an increase in the
number of Ministers who shall hold f ull
rank, that Bill will I am sure receive the
hearty support of every member of this
House. With-the progress that we are mak-
ing and the -work that there is to be done,
the Government are justified in following the
course I suggest. I have nothing more to

say other than to hope that the Leader of
the House will be shown every consideration
during the current session and that he will
extend similar courtesy to the House as he
has invariably done in past years. I support
the motion.

Oil motion by H1on. A. Burvill, debate ad-
.Jou rued.

]louse adjourned of 9.23 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

SWEARING IN OF MEMBSER.

Mon. G. Taylor (Mfount Margaret) took
and subscribed the oath, and signed the roll.

TEMPORARY OHAIRMN OF
COMMITTEES.

Mr. SPEAKER :I desire to inform the
House that I have appointed as temporary
Chairmen of Committees the member for
Gascoyne (Mr. Angelo), the member for
Coolgardie (Mr. Lambert), and the member
for 'Men zies (Mr. Panton) -

QUESTIONS (2)-RAILWAY CON-
STRUCTION.

Kalgarin project, legislation.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON askea the Pre-
ier: Do the Government intend to intro-

duce during this session a Bill for the eon-
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struetion of the Lake Grace-East Jilikin-
Kalgarin railway on the route recommended
by the Railway Advisory Board?

The MI'.iSTER FOR RAILWAYS, for
the Premier, replied: Action in this direction
is awaiting the report of the special corn-
juittee to inquire into the provision of new
trunk lines to meet future needs.

Adri.!ory Board's report.

Mr. COROY asked the Premier: When
do the Government anticipate receiving the
weport of the further Railwa y Advisory
Board on the Kalgarin railway route?

The MrNYTh'fER FOR RAILWAYS, for
the Premier, replied: Thlis report is ex-
pected at an early date.

QUESTION- -INDUSTRIES ASSIST-

ANOE BOARD.

Commissions ot nLYucJZ eses.

Mfr. E, B. JOHNSTON asked the Minis-
ter for Lands:- 1, Is he aware that the in-
dustries Assistance Board receive 5 per cent.
commission from machinery and other firms
for duplicate parts and other requisites sup-
plied to assisted settlers and pa14 for by
the board?9 2, Is be aware that this 5 per
cent. commission is passed on to the assisted
settler, who is charged a higher price for
his duplicate parts and requisites? 3, As
the assisted settlers are charged the ruling
bank rate of 7 per cent. oa all advances, will
be see that the board give each individual
settler the full benefit of commissions re-
ceived on his account in future? 4, If not,
why not 9

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
1, On duplicate parts, oils and twinie only
2, No. The agreement with merchants speci-
fically forbid this. 3, Assisted settlers are in
exactly the same position under the agree-
ment as an unassisted settler buying for
cash. 4, The commission is allowed by mer-
chants, on the definite undertaking that it
is not passed on to the individual settler;
but borrowers colleetively get the full bene-
fit of all commisssions which are used to
maintain services and to meet losses on the
hoard's administration.

QUESTION-ROAD REPAIR, PERTH-
ALBANY.

Mr. E. B1. JOHN1\STON asked the Minister
for Works: 1, Are the Mlain Roads Board
aware that the Perth-Albany road is in an
appalling state of disrepair, consisting of a
series of rLuts, bog-holes and ditches, and that
consequently the lives of persons using it
for nidinary) traffic are endangered? 2, Will
the board carry ouit their promise to repair
the section between Armadale and Williams,
by sending out flying gangs to attend to the
most dangecrous places? 3, If so, when wilt
this be done1?

I-on. J. (VUN'lINGH7AM (Honorary M.Nin-
ister), for the Minister for Works, replied:
1, The Main Roads Board are aware of the
condition of the Perth-Albany road. 2, The
board intend executing necessary repairs.
3, Within 1he next few weeks.

QUESTION-VERMIN TAX.

Mr. E. B1. JOHNSTON asked the Minister
for Agriculture: 1, How much money was
collected from landowners during the finan-
cial year ended 30th June, 1927, under the
new vermin tax? 2, What amount of thiq
sum has been expended in destruction of
vermin during the same period? 3, Do the
Government intend to introduce during this
session legislation to reduce or repeal this
heavy taxation?7

Hon. H. ILLINGTON (Honorary MAin-
ister), for the Mlinister for Agriculture, re-
plied: 1, £C22,931. 2, Not any, but the Gov-
ernment have decided to -refund to all vermin
boards throughout the State the amounts
paid by them during the year in bonuses on
wild dogs, foxes and eagle-hawks. 3, No.

QUESTIONS (3)-rOOD COSTS.

Old Men's and Old Women's Homes.

Mr. SLEEIVAN asked the Minister for
Health:- What is the cost per bead, for food
only, for inmates of the Old Women's Home.
Fremantle, and the Old Men's Home, Clare-
mont9

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH replied:
Women's Home, Fremantle, at per head per
Week, 5s, Id. Old Men's Home, Claremont,
at per bead per week, 6s. 01/2 d. Cost of
cooking and serving is not included.
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Hospital for Insane.

Mr. SLEEM1AN asked Hon. H. MKilling-
ton (Honorary Minister): What is the east,
per head, food only, for the inmates of the
Hospital for Insane, Claremont?

Hon. H. Mi1L.LINOTON (Honiorary Min-
ister) replied: The cost per head per week
is 5-. 5 d., not including cooking a6nd serv-
ing. Produce of the Lunacy Department's
farm is charged at a flat rate for vegetables
of Id. per lb.;' f or meat at the ruling con-
tract prices for meat supplies to Government
institutions; milk, Is. 9d. per gallon.

QUESTION-ASSISTED SETTLERS,
REPAYMENTS.

Mr. ANGELO asked the Treasurer: 1,
What was the total amount repaid by settler
to the Agricultural Bank dluring the year
ended 30th June lasts 2, What was the
total amount repaid to the Industries Assist-
ance Board during the same periodV

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS, for
the Treasurer, replied:]1, £5710,129 8a. 10d.
2, £C898,030 15s. 9d.

QtJESTION-GaOUP SETTLEMENT,
RECLASSIFICATION.

Mr. BARNARD asked the Minister for
TLands:. 1, In view of the paragraph in the
Grwernor's Speech stating that a reclassifi-
cation of all group settlement areas is pro-
eeeding, will he state who are the persons
appointed to make that reclassification? 2,
What experience of land classification and
dairy farming in the South-West has each
of them had, and what length of time does
it covrl? 3, On what basis are the locations
judged-that is, whether a settler can rea-
sonably be expected to make a living on a
location, or whether the location can be ex-
pected to carry 20 mileb cow;, dry and
young stock, horses, etc.~? 4, Have the
Government given the settlers an opportunity
to farm their loeationsiwith adequate equip-
ment of stock and machinery?9 5, If so, on
what groups?

The M3I"iSTER FOR LANDS replied:
1, Senior Field Supervisor, Field Super-
visor, and Senior Foreman in each district.
with the advice of one or more experienced
farmers. 2, Officers' experience on the
groups is from five years upwards. Outside
advisers' experience cannot be stated before
selection, but long experience is an essential.

3, Both factors bare been considered. 4,
Yes. 5, All groups on individual piecework
are equipped. with plant; all locations are
stoeked to their eapacity, and a number of
settlers on Groups 20, 30, 33, 35, and 01
hare been stocked to 15 cows, the maximum,
departmentally advanced

ADDRESS-rN-REPLY.
Fiftht Day.

Debate resunied from the 4th August.

MR. SLEEMAN (Fremantle) 14.43] : I
wish to express my pleasure at the fact of
the Weights and -Measures Act being at last
in operation. For years the people of this
country have been robbed because of such
legislation not being in force. However, all
things come to those who wait. The people
have waited for this Act a very long time,
And now it is at last in operation, at all
events in this part of the State. The Gov-
er-nor's Speech makes reference to prison
reform in the shape of prison farms. This
is another matter long overdue, and one for
which there has been a public demand dur-
ing a number of years. Now that a prison
farm has been made possible, there will be
sonic chance of reforming men who receive
sentences.

Mr. A. Wansbrough: The farmers are
squeaking about it.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Let them squeak. I un-
derstand it is a fact that in certain parts
of the district where the prison f arm is to
lie established some people are making a
noise; but 1 do not believe that there can
be any reason to be afraid of men working
on ai prison farm.

Mr. Corboy: No matter where the farm
was established, the local residents would
complain.

Mr. SLEE.EMAN: That is -so. The Gover-
nor's Speech informs us that in connection
wvith the State Shipping Service the new
motor ship "Koolinda" began running in
February. I hope that in the near future
yet another vessel will be placed on the
North-West run, We have been waiting a
long time for her to be put on and for the
"B3arnbra" to be scrapped. I repeat, it is to
hoped that another up-to-date vessel will. he
made speedily available for the service. The
other boats at present on the run are of no
use to the State. Another vessel like the
"Koolinda"' should be put on. That would
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result in fairly good provision being made
for the people of the North-West and, more-
(over, white people would get the benefit of
the work on our coast. Most of the men
oi, the State steamers are married, with
their wiv(s and families in the State, and so
the money they earn is cireulated in this
country; whereas the other boats are run
by black crews, very little of whose money
is expended in the State. I ani ple ' sed Lo
see that wve are to have a State insurance
Bill again this session. I hope it will be a
thoroughly comprehensive measnre covering
all classes of insurance, including insurane
against unemployment. The unemployed i
our midst every winter have a very hard
time in trying to make ends meet. The
promised insurance Bill would be of great
benefit if it were made to cover unemploy-
went insurance. They have such a measure
in Queensland, where it is working very well.
I sincerely hope that unemployment insur-
ance will be incinded in the Insurance Bill
to come down, o r alternatively that a separ-
ate Bill will hi brought down to cover it.
Then our unemployed will not have to go cap
in hand every winter for food and beds.

Mr-. North: Would it not conflict with
Federal legislation?9

Air. SLEEMANX: I do not think so. At
poresent every winter the unemployed have
to go round cap in hand looking for food
and beds. In Queensland, where they have
unemployment insurance, it is proposed to
carry it to greater lengths by increasing the
amounts payable under the Act. If we could
have such legislation here it would remove a
good deal of the very serious effects of un-
employment. I am glad to see in the Gov-
ernor 's Speech reference to a closer settle-
ment Bill. Such a measure would serve to
open tip large tracts of country along our
railways, at present lying idle. I hope Fate
will be kinder to the closer settlement Bill
this session than it -was when last the BiUl
-was before us. We are always advocating
closer settlement and more pop)ulatiofl, and]
to that end we have our agents abroad send-
ing people here. But when they get here
there is not suit-able land for them, nor
indeed for our own people.

M1r. 'Marshall: Generally those fromt
abroad are given preference.

M1r. SUE EM.AN: Even so, there isL not
much suitable land for either our own peo-
ple or those from abroad. We hare to put
men 40 miles and 50 miles away from exist-

17]

ing railways, whereas this Bill, if it passes,
will be the means of making land available
within a reasonable distance of a railway
line. I hopie something will be done this
session in the way of bringing down a fair
rents Bill. A couple of sessions ago we
had such a Bill, hut it was unfortunate and
did not succeed it) getting on to the statute-
hook. The time lies arrived when we should
make another attempt to put through a fair
rents Bill. It is badly needed, not only in
respect of private houses, but also in respect
of business houses; for our business people
are being fleeced by the landlords, whose
extortionate demands of course are passerd
on to the consumer. Under a fair rents
Bill, the rents, not only of private houses,
but also of business premises, would be all
reduced. Also I hope that something will
be done to increase the fees payable to jury-
men who are taken from their work andi
made to sit on juries day after day at the
miserable rate of to.n shillings per day. If
it is not possible to get an amendment of
the Jury Act, it should hbe possible for the
Mihnisici for Justice to devise a means of
increasing the fees paid to jurymen. It is
disgraceful that men should he paid such a
miserable pittance when sitting on juries.
Ten shillings per day is not by any means
adequate, for it is no good to a man taken
from hib wvork. Regarding outdoor relief,
I maLy s ay in passing that we have been on
the 9s. per week mark for a very long time.
In 1919 a Royal Commission, of which the
present Minister for Hlealth was a member,
recommended that the amount should be-
raised. We should not ask destitute people,
wvidows and orphans, to live on .9s. per week.

Mr. Mbarshiall: We were promised an in-
crease last year.

Mr. SLEEMAN: But that promise has
not been fulfilled. If a widow, finding 9s.
per week insufficient, is conscientious and
tries to augment the sum by getting half a
day's work here and there, the department
wants to cut it off. It is not possible for a
woman to rear a family on 9s. per head per
week. Last year we were told that the
total cost of maintaining prisoners in our
gaols was 11s. 1d. per head per week.
And the prison authorities purchase their
commodities at less than wholesale rates.
Tenders are called, contracts are let, and the
food is supplied at less than wholesale rates.

Air. M~arshall: Lem than retail rates.
Mr. SLERMAN: No, at less than whole-

sale rates. And in the gaol many other

153
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steps are taken to keep down costs. Cer-
tainly two of the daily meals of the prisoners
are not what one would termn flash. 1 have
heard it said that the prisoners are better
fed than are some people outside. Person-
ally I wvould not mind having dinner with
them, but I have no desire to share with them
either their breakfast or their tea. If we are
going to pay for our children, the founda-
tion of the nation, less than it costs to keep
a prisoner, we are on the wroug track.

Mr. Mann: Does the 11s. 1d. include
rations only, or does it cover administration
costs as well?

The Minister for Lands: How did our
grandfathers get on?

3 Ir. SLEEMAN: Would the Minister
have us go back to the old days? It is a
miserable argument to say that because in
the days of our grandfathers only 9s. a
week was paid for children, no more shoufl
be paid to-day. The Royal Comisjsion al,
pointed in 1919 recommended that more than
9s. per week should be provided; and, as I
have said, the present 'Minister for Health
was a member of that Commission. More-
over, we were promised last year that the
amount would be raised, but despite that
promise the same old rate has to suffice. I
should like to say a word about the shipping
of wheat from this State. I hope members
from the agricultural electorates ilil listen
to this. During last season wvheat was sent
awvay from this State in a most disgraceful
condition. It is very necessary that we
should have legislation to deal with this
scandal. If we are to allowv wheat to leave
our shores in as bad a condition as some of
it was last season, we shall destroy the credit
of our State and of the port of Fremnantle
from which it w'as shipped.

Hon. G. Taylor: Who were responsible
for it?

.Mr. SLEEMAN: The buyers who bought
it and sent it away. 1 do not wish to single
oat any one buyer.

Mr. C. P. Wanslirough: What about the
pool?

Mr. SLEEMAN : 'The pool was% equally
responsible. If the Minister wvishes for f ur
ther information, he can easily get it.

The Minister for Lands: Yes, we know
that wheat has gone away in a shocking con
dition.

iMr. SLEEMAN: Legislation should he
brought down if nothing else can be dlone
to put an end to that condition of affairs
Years ago Western Australia got a bad] name

in South Africa over a certain flour deal. I
understand that most of the shipments going
to South Africa these days are certificated
cargoes, South Africa having declined to
take any further risks.

Mr. Marshall: What was wrong with the
wheat you speak oftI

Mr. SLEEMAN: It was sent away in a
disgr-aceful condition, mouldy and half
rotten. It was placed in holds in which
men could scarcely work. Trucks were
taken to the ship three times before thd
'%heat was eventually put on board, the cap-
tamn having. twice declined the wheat. [n
the end the wheat was got on board in the
darkness of night. it is time we legislated
to save the name of the State. If last
season's experience is to be repeated, wve h
not knowv where it will land us. People
should not be allowed to sell rotten wheat.
If it were done in respect of any other comi-
modity we would prosecute the responsible
persons, but in the case of wheat being
shipped abroad in a condition that prejn
dicially affects thle name of the State, we
have no power to deal with it. We should
have legislation to prevent it. The Govern
mcnt have an officer in Fremantle to deal
wvith alt ceritificated cargoes. He is very
strict and nothing ever gets past him. T
understand he is not popular with some of
the shippers who try to get bad stuff away.

%It-. C. P. Wanshrough: You are making
a general charge against all shippersl

Mr. SLEEMAN: Yes. We should have
legislation to prevent one and all of them
from shipping wheat in the condition in
which it wvas shipped last season.

The Minister for Railways: It would re-
quire Federal legislation.

Mr. SI.EEMAN: Then it is time wve ap-
pr-oached the Federal authorities and made
a move federally to see that our State is not
muined.

The Minister for Railways: It would lbe
necessary to have all our cargoes certifliated.
Many of. them aire not certificated.

The Minister for Lands: Certificates are
given only when asked for. Some of the
buyers will buy only on a Government cer-
tificate.

Air. SLEEMAN: It is time we did some-
thing to save the good name of the State and
of the port. Buyers abroad will say, "This
is wheat that camne from Fremantle." and so
Fremantle will get a bad name, just as the
State will.



[9 AUGUST, 1927.] 155

The Minister for Lands: Some say the
wheat was all right when it reached Frve-
mantle.

Mr. SLEEMAX: That is not so, and the
2linister Ought to know it.

The M3inister for Lands: We shall have
to send the wheat to Ueraldton and Bunbury

31k. SLEEMAN: All right, do so with
the bad wheat. The other night I listened
attentively to the remarks of' the member for
Moore (Mr. Ferguson) regarding the influx
of southern Europeans. The hon. member
said-

The southern Europeans will not (1o the woilt
of clearing any bettor than will the Australians
but they will do it. There are many hundreds
of southern Europeans in tire Midlaud dir'
tricts, but not one of them is working at a
lower rate than an Australian would receive
for the same work.

Onl Friday morning a deputation of Italians
waited o m'le at Fremnantle and complained
that they had been working in the hon. muem-
ber's district and had been taken down for
their money.

Hort. 6. Taylor: Not by the hon. mem-
ber ?

Mir. SlIEEMAN: No, but in his district.
The deputation explained to me that 13
Italians left the metropolitan area to carry
out a contract for clearing 1,300 acres. The
leader of the party, who took the contract,
was to receive £2 from each of the other
wokers for getting the job. In other words,
before they star-ted work the other 12 were
indebted to the leader of the party to the
extent of £2 per man.

Hon. G. Taylor: That has been the ens-
toin for years.

Mr. SLEEMAN: it is not right.
Ron. G. Taylor: I know it is not right,

hut it is a recognised custom.
Mr. SI4EEMAN: Those mnen not only

had to chop down the trees butl all large timn-
ber bad to be grubbed out 4in. below the
surface of the ground, while the small tim-
her and brush had to be cut level with the
ground. After doing 400 acres the men woke
up to the fact that they were not earning
a living. They approached the man and ex-
plained that they were doing the work for
much less than it was worth, and when they
demanded more money, they were paid off.
For chopping down and grubbing the 400
acres, which represented 2% months' work,
the 1.3 men were paid a cheque of £13, or £1
per man. They complained to me that there

was no way in which to recover the money
due to them. Hardly any of them canl speak
English. The manl who explained the posi-
tiolL to tue Said he was practically the only
one, apart Iroin the lender, who could speak
English,

M1ember: What about the glorious holi-
day? u

Mr. SLEIAN: If the hon. member
thinks it a glorious holiday to grub out 400
acres. I do not agree with him.

Mr. C. 1. Wansbrough: The interpreta-
tion of grubbing- is not as you have ex-
jplained it.

Mr. Ferguson; No one will grub out big
trees.

Mr. SLEIIAN: :2W informant told me
they* had to do it. Ile said 67 per cent, was
to be allowed for chopping and grubbing.
It is not usual to allow 67? per cent, for chop-
pillg and grubbing, but onl account of the
extra wvork, I canl understand that high per-
centage being allowed in this instance.

Mr. MaeCalluni Smith: flow much per
acre was stipulated?

Mrl. SLEEMIAX: The men were to receive
£C2 per acre.

Mr. Ferguson: I could give you a little
more information about that.

Mr. Afacallum Smith: Then they were
getting" a veCry good price for it.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I should not like to un-
dertake the work of grubbing at £2 per acre,
though to burn down the timber would he
a different proposition. If the farmers
offered reasonable rates for this class of
work, they would he able to get Australians
to do it. After an Italian has been in the
State for a little while he becomes a good
citizen, Ile gets to understand the con-
ditions, and lie is a good trade unionist.
When new chumis arrive, however, people
take advantage of them and they are not
given at fair- deal.

Mir. C. P. Wansbrough: You have to get
up early' in the morning to take advantage
of them.

Mr. SLEEMIAN: When an Italian wrakes
up to the conditions, he is not a bad citizen.
Too many of these southern Europeans are
being brought here under an organised at-
temjpt for a specific object. The object is
not that they shall go on the land, bitt that
they shall flood the labour market.

Mr. Lindsay: If there is an organised
attempt, who is bringing them here?

Mr. SLFIEMAN: It is hard to find out.
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M)r. Lindsay: You spoke of an organised
attempt to flood the labour market. That is
a definite statement; prove it.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I do not know who is
organising the attempt, but I am satisfied
that is the object.

Mr. Lindsay: Why make such a ridieu-
loris statement?

Mr. SLEEMNAN: Is it ridiculous?
M1r. Lindsay: Of course it is.
Mr, SLEEMAN: Just as ridiculous as to

say that they arc not being employed at low
wvages.

Mr. Ferguson: Their own countrymen are
bringing them here.

Mr. SLE EMAN: Yes, and taing advant-
age of them, too. Some of them wviii even
get the newcomers to work for a few weeks
for nothing, until they are broken in. That
sort of thing should be stopped. The men
who waited on ic were paid off with £1
each for 2Y2 months' work and now they are
at Fremnantle without a bite to eat.

Mr. Lindsay: Two pounds per acre is not
a bad price.

31r. SLEEMAN: It depends upon the
conditions. Would the hon. member like to
go to the South-West and undertake clearing
at,£20 per acre? The conditions of this con-
tract were not the ordinary conditions. One
of them was to orub the trees, to a depth of
4in. below the surface.

Mr. Ferguson : That is absurd on the face
Of it.

Mr. C. P. -Wansbrough: I do not think
any farmer would have them grubbed 4in.

Mr. SLEEMAN: No farmer would pay
£2 an acre unless it was grubbed.

Mr. Sampson:- There is no proof of any
organised attempt as you suggested.

Mr. SLEEMAN: The men are taken to
the railway station and given their tickets.
They do not know their destination except
that the name is on the ticket, and the guard
puts them off when they arrive at the place.

Mr. Sampson: Have you never been taken
to a railway station, given a ticket and sent
off somewhere9

Mfr. SLEE-%AN: No. I hope we shall
not hear more complaints about farmers em-
ploying Italians at a cheaper rate than Aus-
tralians would demand. The only reason for
employing them is that they are a little
cheaper than Australians. If the farmers
paid a few shillings vxtra for the -work, it
would he done by Australians, and the work
itself would be done as well as it is being
done by the Italians. Let me mention im-

portations of another kind. We are import-
ing men for every little job. We wanted an
Engineer-in-chief and we imported one. We
wanted an engineer for the Water Supply
Department, and We imported one. We
wanted an engineer for the Harbour Trust,
and 'ye imported one, If we want one for
the Mfain Roads Board, we import him. If
we do not wvake up we shall reach a stage
when the people will be crying out for the
importation of Ministers and members of
Parliament.

Mr. Withers- Then there will be an out-
cry.

Mr. SLEE MAN: Yes. If wve want a few
surveyors, we import them.

Mr. 3AzeCalluin Smith: Your party are
importing the in.

Mr, SLEFAIANt Do not talk about party!
Iawo not sticking up for my party in this

'iatLr. There is no party bias on this side
of the House such as there is on the other
side We at least are allowed to speak our
mnads.

Mr, Sam pson-: Yes, but'you have to see
that your minds are properly trained.

Urr. SLEEMAN: If we want a cuperin-
tendent for the training college we import
one, though a local man was given the assist-
ant's job. Then we import also inspectors
of -weighits and measures. The time has
arrived when we should wake up and look
after our own young men.

The Minister for Justice:, We are going to
train them.

1Mr. SLEEtI AN: They haxo been trained
long since. We have men who can go away
and hold their own in ainy part of the world.
There are Australian engineers holding good
positions abroad, If my information is cor-
sect, there arc to he a few more importations
in the near futuire. If so, I amn going to
move in this House with a view to stopping
that sort of thing. T want to see our young
fellows given a chance. What is the good
of training themn if they cannot get these
billets when they arc offering? For positions
from Engineer-in-chief to inspector of
weights and measures we are importing men.

The M1inister for Justice: The inspectors.
you speak of are mechanics with experiencve
that is very necessary.

31r. SLEEM1AN: And we have mechianics4
in this State and in the very department of
which the Minister has control. The Minister
has in his own department men who have
been testing scales and dealing with weights
and imeasures for years past. They have
been dealing with everything from the assay
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balance to the heavy weighbridges in the coal
mines and in the various goods sheds. Those
men should[ have been given some considera-
tion.

The Minister for Justice: They were given
every consideration.

Mr. SLEEAIAN: They' did not geat far
because they are in their old jobs and men
from the Eastern States are in the new jobs.

'Mr. J. H. Smith: Shame!
The Minister for Justice: There is no

shame about it. They get as good pay in the
Railway Department.

IMr. SLEIAN: But they did not get a
chance; otherwise they would have been in
the new positions. It was a game, not of
chance, but of no chance. Referring to the
railway yards at Fremantle, since the re-
moval of the (". Y. O'Connor memorial quite
a lot of unnecessary trouble has been caused
over the handling of wheat sacks. Last year
there was room for 150 trucks to be made
available and 30,000 bales were handled.
This year there is room for only 50 trucks
and it will be necessary to handle 60,000
bales.

The Minister for Justice: Do not worry
about that.

'Mr, SLEEMAN: It is time that was reme-
died. The Harbour Trust authorities refuse
to part with a piece of land which they
rightly say will be required by them in
future.. Unless something is done, therefore,
our farmer friends may have to wait a con-
siderable time for their wheat sacks, and
may even have to adopt some form of hulk
handling until the sacks arrive.

The Minister for Justice: You 2an rest
assured it will not be so.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Now let me refer to the
Fremantle railway bridge.

'Mr. Panton: The same old bridge?

Mr. SLEEMAN: No. there is a lot of
new work on it. It now looks like a patch-
work quilt.

Air. J1. H. Smith: Patebworks are very
comfortable and lasting.

Mr. Panton: It all depends whether they
are imported or not.

Mr. SLEEMfAN: The Engineer-Thi-ehief,
in the course of a paper read to the Insti-
bite of Engineers, said-

Extension of the Victoria Quay cannot be
contemplated until the railway bridge atross the
harbour is either removed or reconstructed, and
greater use of the North Quay must therefore
be first obtained.

There is no doubt that these two things go
hand in hand. If we were to begin remov-
ing the bridge now, it would be five years
before any new berth was available in the
harbour. The Engineer-in-Chief also said---

The last dredging programme for the Suez
Canal provides for a draught of 35 feet; at
Frenmantle a depth throughout the harbour of
36 feet exists, and ii' reconstructing the whbarfs
provision for detpeariig to 40 feet is being
made.

When the Eng-ineer-in-Chief was reading
that paper, there was not a depth of 36 feet
throughout the harbour. A little over 12
months ago the Fremantle bridge was
washed away. If I am not allowed to say
the bridge was washed away, I may say that
the embankment was washed away, with the
result that a portion of the harbour was
silted up. A considerable part of the ship-
ping space, after 12 months, therefore be-
came 33 feet in depth and not 36 feet. For
over 12 months the silt has remained there,
and hardly anything has been done to remove
it. There is no doubt the silting up of
the harbour to a depth of only 33 feet affects
the berthing of vessels in parts of the liar-
flour. The railway people should have been
responsible for repairing the damage that
took place, but we now find the responsi-
bility has been placed upon the Harbour
Works Department. That department has
gone very slowly in the matter of removing
the silt. For five years they have been en-
gaged in constructing a dredge to carry out
this work, but the vessel is far from comn-
pleted to-day. Immediately the trouble
arose, dredges should have been put on, and
worked throughout the year three shifts a
day. Dredging has been very quiet in Fre-
mantle during the past 12 months. The
authorities have tinkered with the business
instead of getting on with it. They should
also push on with the new bridge and have
it put in hand at once. With regard to the
new bridge, if it were started at once there
would be no chance of getting a new berth
for a v-essel within five years. During the
last year, berthing mom has been very
scarce i Fremnantle, and at times it has not
been possible to accommodate the vessels
that required to come in. The Harbour
Board are anxious that the harbour should
be extended. There is no chance of extend-
ing it without making an outer harbour, or
shifting the bridge, but if the authorities
are going to do the former, it will take
nearly as long as to move the bridge and
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extend the harbour up the river. Something
must be done quickly, otherwise the prin-
cipal port of the State wvill be crowded out.
It will not be possible to provide proper
facilities for the handling of the increas-
iigly big harvests, or for the vessels to come
in as5 they should do in the ease of the chief
harbour of tie State. I hope within the
next six or eight wveeks we shall have some
pronouncement with regard to the bridge.
The Premier has promised that we shall get
the bridge, but the work has beens postponed
on a(-count of the Engineer-in-Chief's report.
Twvele months ago the Premier said, in re-
ply to a deputation-

The question of a new bridge was an olti,
old story, but he was going to vary it and tell
thenm something new. The Governnment beclieved
that a new bridge ought to be built, and that
it ought to be commnenced as soon as possible,
andt the Government were going to do it. ''I
will make provision on the Estimates'' lie addcd,
''which will bea under revision in a few weeks'
time, for the mioney to be available, and the
bridge wvill be started as soon as the 17eapot'
sible officers make their rcomm~endation to the
Government as to the most suitable sit. Be.
yond that, there will be no delay.''

That is the definite promise of the Premier.
I hope the report of the Engineer-in-Chief
will not be further delayed, and that the
work will soon be gone on with. I have here
a cutting from an interview with a visitor
who had been, touring the world, and who
gave his impressions of Perth and Pre-
mantle. He said-

The top of the harbour where the blue Swan
'River narrows suddenly to a pretty country
stream is still spanned by a bridge of poles mat
planks.

This is the way that visitors view the Fre-
miantle bridge. I hope there will not be
much more delay before the bridge is re-
moved and the haibour is extended.

Mr. Withers: Have a new bridge built of
imported steel.

Mr. SLEEMAN: If we could produce the
material within the State, it ought to be
produced here. I stand for the use of local
miaterial, but if we cannot produce those
things here, let us get them outside.

Mr. Maley: Would it not be better to
build the line on the other side of the river ?

Mr. SLEEMAN: It will still he necessary
to cross the river and to have railways on
the other side.

Mr. Maley: Wheat is coining down from
the Midland line.

Mr. SLEE2LA.: How is the wheat to be
shipped when it gets to Fremantle unless the
accommodation is increased? All the wheat
is sent array from the North Wharf.
There must ultimately be a south river rail-
way, but the river must be crossed when it
is reached, unless everything is going to be
turnedl upside dowvn, and the wheat shipped
from the south side.

Mr. Maley: I was thinking of the ports
of Bunhurv and (ieraldton.

Mr. SLEE2IAN : There is also the matter
of the overhead bridge at Fremantle which is
where the O'Connor memorial has been
placed. I do not know whether one of the
imported engineers is responsible for the
ramip that has been erected there. If so, hie
ought to be sent back to the place whence he
came. There is bound to be a serious acci-
dent there one of these days. I believe one
man broke his leg, but I am afraid someone
will break his neck yet at that place. The
ram is so steep that it is difficult for elderly
people and invalids to get up or down. I
should like the Minister for Railways to
have a look at the ramp and the bridge,
and see whether that is the right sort of
thing to have down there. Some years age
a j etty was promised at Hottnest Island,
the most western portion of the Fremantle
electorate. About four years ago, £5,000
was spent in dredging the approach towards5
the proposed new jetty. After the money
was spent, dredging operations ceased, I
understand with a view to finding out what
silting up there would be. Since then noth-
ing has been done in the way of making
provision for a jetty. The people at Rott-
nest consider that the parties responsible
have broken faith with them in that they
promised the jetty but did not build it. The
present jetty is dangerous. It is on the
swing some of the time, and an accident is
bound to happen unless something
is done wvith it. It should either hea
pulled down and mjade secure again,
or a new jetty' built, as was promised. I
sincerely' hope that something- will be done
at this western portion of my electorate.

MR. SAMSON (Swan) [5.23]: T do not
know whether it wvill ever be possible for a
member to deliver a speech in Parliament
with feelings approaching equanimity. How
ever kindly naturedl may be the speaker,
a feeling of nervousness always remain,:z.
It is customary to regard speeches
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delivered on the Address-in-reply as a sub-
ject for popular derision. -Not infrequently
newspapers have been known to criticise
what has been described as a waste of time.
It must be admitted that speeches delivered
at this stag-e of the session are long, and
frequently oif ain exhaus~tive if not an ex-
haus~ting- nature. This year, strangel to say,
little objection has been raised by the Pre.s
to the continuance of the usual procedure.
namely, that of prolonging- the debate for
some days. The method, while frequently
condemned, is, I submit, of utility. I believe
in' the debate on the Address;, and realise
that it is of great educational value. In a
sense it provides f or a stocktaking of' Parlia-
mentary activities . It compels members to
look up' various matters, of State-wide in-
tereA in (connection with which it becomes
their dutty to speak. Already during the
session we have heard somec fine speeches.
They afford an indication of research and
reflection, the effect of wvhich must be of ad-
vantage not only to those who have had the
privilege of listening to them, but to others
who, through the newspapers, have been
able to read them. The opportunity of dis-
cussion afforded by the debate on the Ad-
dress-in-reply has no piarallel in any other
phase of Parliamentary work. Here we may
explore the whole landscape of political ae-
tivities, and look into matters of Parlia-
maentar-y and State interest without being-
brought to order, no matter how closely in
touch the objector may be with the Standing
Orders. It is the right of every member to
discuss any subject, and in connection with
that right, so far as I ens aware, no objection
has been raised. Those who are competent
10 do so may discuss the financial position.
The Premier has dealt 'with that to sonic ex-
tent, and the exposition was of great interest
to members. We had an opportunity of
listening to the remarks, of the Premier. who
attempted to answer the various objections
raised by the Leader of the Opposition. The
reduced interest expenditure was referred to
at some length, as wivel as the Loan expendi-
ture sanctioned during- the previous year.
All this was of great intereut, hut more in
teresting than this was the criticism by the
Leader of the Opposition whieh, if I may be
permitted to say so, gave the Premier reason
to concentrate very closely upon his reply.
If that reply was not wholly convincing, at
nil events it provided a very earnest endea-
vour on his part towards- that end. The
Premier in his balance naturally included

all possible sources of revenue, the funds
provided by the Disabilities Cominmission,
the Federal Road Grant, the advantage aris-
ing- hrorn the differential rate of interest
t-harges. and the money resulting- from the
gyoidlields %%ater supply sinking fund. I was
reminded of a visit I recently paid to Car-
narvon, when I had an opportunity to in-
s1'eet the -works dealing with various marine.
products. Dug-ong,,, turtle, swordfish, sharks,
and all kinds of fish are netted and treated.
All fish or anything that comes to the net is
flih iii cojinei-tion with that industry. If I
may' draw an analovy, I -will point out that
all moneys arising from disabilities, from the
goldfields water supply sinking f und, and so
on are evidently "fishi" coining- to the net of
the Treasurer. The debate on the Address-
i-reply provides tile opportunity to examine
\irious sni)1 crts and to refer to matters that
have occurred in pas-t Parliaments,. One8
may very properly deprecate the frequent
ogy of law-making that sontitne takeq

place in dlifferent Parliaments. Every new
law limits the freedom of someone. Dur-
ing the last Parliament we had various
measures all of which represented addi-
tional charges levied upon the public.
It is not my intention to deal wvith
those matters, but it is interestingr to
note that with the wide range of subjects
I have referred to, there can be no objection
raised to any references to them in the
course of this debate. It may interest mem-
hers to know that the Address-i n-reply de-
bate comes down to us from very ancient
imes. It was evolved in the mother of Par-

liaments and the common sense of the ation
realises the practical utility of the principle.
Through the reports in the newspapers,
thousands of people have followed the dis-
cussions and indeed members may feel that
the general public have an advantage, in
that they may rend their newspapers in com-
fort and miss such portions of the debate as
they many desire, perusing only those refer-
ences that aire of special interest to them-
selves. Referring to marketing matters, I
would again draw the attention of the House
to the steadily decreasing area under Or-
chards or fruit-trees generally. Strange as
it may appear, the figures appearing in the
Commonwealth Year Book indicate a steady
decrease. The latest statistics available ari
those included in the Commonwealth Year
Book for 1924-1925. Those figures show
that for that year there were in Western
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Australia 18,520 acres under fruit-frees,
whereas in 1915 there were 21,803 acres.

Mr. Mann: Were not a number of
orchards resumed for the purposes of the
'Water Supply Department?

Mr. SAMPSON: I admit that. There may
reasonably be, and very frequently are, com-
plaints on that score. In other countries
the need for resuming orchards has not been
acknowledged and the orchardists have been
allowed to continue. The water coursing
through those properties has remained thor-
oughly pure and in such instances where it
is found to be impure, filtration beds have
been established and the public thereby have
secured a proper water supply. The differ-
ence betwveen 18,520 acres and 21,805 acres
would not be made up by the area resumed
by the Water Supply Department.

Mr. Msann: A big proportion of it woula.
Mr. SAMAPSON': I know that the Water

Supply Department looks with covetous eyes
on any orchard if, within the vicinity of the
property, there is spring water or a run-
fling brook.

Eon. J. Cunningham: The department
looks at the matter from the pollution point
of view.

Mr. SAMPSON: I wonder whether it
would not be better to allow the orchardists
to continue and to permit the cultivation of
the laud to go oxn instead of as at present,
to pull the trees up and allow nature to
quickly reassert itself. In the undergrowth
it would be easy for a kangaroo, a horse, or
for other stock to be lost or caught in the
brook and so pollute the water. The dan-
ger from that aspect is, in my opinion, much
greater than wvould result from allowing the
ochardists to continue.

Mr. Itutey: What if the orchardists had
a few pigs running about the places?

Mr. SAM1PSON: There are some places
where orchardists are allowed to continue
their operations, but the keeping of pigs on
their properties has been made illegal. In
the Federal political arena I am pleased that
the Bruce-Page Government have shown
themselves firm friends of the producers.
We know something of the beneficial legis-
lation that has been enacted regarding our
primary products. We know that in other
countries progress has been made in that
direction. New Zealand has its Export But-
ter Act. Denmark has an Act to control the
export of eggs, and South Africa, I believe,
has an Act to control the export of fruit.
So it is, too, with most of the primary pro

ducing countries of the world. There is no
lack of effort in order to ensure that fruit,
or other products, leave the country of
origin in a proper condition. A precaution-
ary measure of that description gives rise
in the minds of those receiving the fruit in
other countries a respect, and liking, for
products from couatries that afford that pro-
tection. The Federal Minister for Markets
and 21ligration (Hon. T. Paterson), is at
present visiting Western Australia. Air.
Paterson is advocating the adoption by the
apple growers of the Commonwealth of the
Fresh Fruit Export Act. I realise that
notwithstanding the splendid prices that our
apples secured during the recent season,
there is great need for organisation. Repre-
sentatives of the apple growers and pear
growers recently met in Melbourne and I
learn that, with one exception, there was
unanimity in respect of the necessity for
enacting legislation to control the export of
apples and pears. Many people have an
objection to control where fruit for local
consumption or local marketing is concerned.
On the other hand, it is most unusual to
find anyone objecting to control over ex-
ports. We have read in the newspapers
from time to time of the difficulties that
arise overseas because of fruit being opened
up in bad condition. If anything is likely to
prevent a recurrence of complaintb of that
description, it will be the establishment of
a board of control. Under the Act passed
by the Federal Government, the board of
control will be elected by the growers them-
selves, and in a board of seven, all with one
exception w~ill be appointed by the growers.
It is claimed that the establishment of such
a board wvould mean Government control.
At all times there appears to be a desire
on the part of sonmc people to misrepresent
matters. There can be no justification for
the claim that I have referred to. The
board, when established, would be elected
by the growers themselves and surely the
growers are the best people to determine
who shall represent them.

Mr. Lutey: Is there no inspection of the
fruit conducted now?

Mr. SAMPSON: I know that something
is done how, but the inspection does not go
nearly as far as it should. I believe the
inspection is fairly thorough until the fruit
has been passed. After that stage is reached,
however, fruit may be left on the wharf for
some time, during which it may be knocked
about and may suffer injury. There is no
full supervision that enables the authorities
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to see that the fruit will reach its destination
in the best condition possible.

Mr. J. H. Smith: You would not suggest
loading up the fruitgrowers any more?

Mr. SA.%PSON: I submit that the fruit-
growers wvould not he loaded up at all. I
understand the hon. member refers to the
cost of establishing such a board as I have
referred to. There is a limit provided in
the Act, dealing with expenditure, which
must not in any circumstances amount to
more than Id. per case. The money so de-
rived would be used to enable the board
to function and to pay for the neces-
sary advertising in the Old Country. Hon.
members wvill learn with interest that last
year by the expenditure of about £40,000
in England, on the "Eat "More Fruit" camn-
paign, the directors were able to secure
the consumption of an added quantity of
fruit representing in value not less than
£C2,000,000.

The Minister for Justice: But that is only
guess work.

Mr. SAMPSON: .1 do not know that it
can be regarded as guess work, because the
closest check is kept. For instance, the dir-
odtors have full details regarding the pro-
gress of the London market and they watch
with great exactitude all its movements.
Establishmnent of control would mean more
than an increased consumption in England.
It would mean that the markets of the Conti-
nent would he more fully exploited than is
possible to-day. That in itself would be a
great consideration. Fruit growers of Western
Australia are in a special position regarding
the production of apples, the most popular
fruit that is marketed. They may justly
claim that their fruit, from the stand-
point of shipping, is last on and first off.
We have beard that expression previously.
It is usual in referring to the advantage our
growers may claim for Western Australia, to
mention it, but in spite of that advantage,
there is every justification for the fullest
measure of assistance by way- of control be-
ing rendered. It is important that our fruit
shall be properly graded and packed and
that it shall go away in such a condition that
in the country where the fruit is disposed
of, there will be a steadily increasing regard
for the Western Australian product. A few
months ago we were able to read reports
which showed that Sir Hal Colebatcb, until
recently Agent General for Western Aus-
tralia, bad been able to accomplish much in

London in regard to the consumption of
Western Australian fruit. WVe can go further
and add to the splendid work carried out by
Sir Hal. Concluding these remarks I can
only say that I believe, having in view their
own interests, the growvers of Bridgetown and
Manjimup, and the fertile country of Nelson,
as well as lit. Barker and surrounding dis-
tricts, and the Darling Range which in-
cludes Illawarra and Rokewood, wvill realise
the importance of improving existing con-
ditions, and that they will vote in favour of
the proclamation of the Act that has been
passed by the Federal Parliament. I ac-
knowledge that locally better prices hare been
secured in recent months but those who
send the fruit to market and the agents who
carry on operations at the markets, are very
badly placed, inasmuch as neither has any
definite knowledge as to when metropolitan
markets arc to be established. I hope that
the M inister for Agriculture will before long
be in a position to tell the House something
about the location of the proposed markets,
and also when a commencement with the
work of construction is likely to be made.
We should also like to know the per-
sonnel of the trust. Both agents and
growers are very awkwardly placed at
the present time, because ot the increas-
ing business. The desire is to give every
eonqidcration to the needs of the fruit
growers, but in view of the intention of the
GJovernment to erect markets, there is hesita-
tion to improve the premises at present oc-
cupied. For the reasons I have given I am
prompted to urge the Government to an-
nounce their decision at the earliest moment.
It is a remoarkable thing that whilst secon-
dary industries are well organised, fruit
growers lack anything in the shape of organ-
isation. They lack that protection which is
so essential for the proper carrying on of
their industries, and to-day, as it was a
quarter of a century ago, and even before
that, it remains nobody's business to develop
fruit marketing. The position respecting
manufacture is causing serious concern to
every primary producer. It is realised that
the heavy duties continually being imposed
are increasingly difficult to carry and are
a galling burden to those whose products
have to face the competition of the world.
The primary producers are left to work out
their own salvation. The cost of marketing
fruit has been specially referred to by the
Federal Minister for Markets (Mr. Pater-
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son), who has made some comparisons be-
tween the cost of marketing that particular
commodity and other products. For instance,
freight on dairy produce amounts to 3 per
cent., -and on wheat 20 per cent., but the cost
of placing fruit on the overseas market
amounts to 200 per cent, more than the cost
ot~ producing the fruit on the tree. It is
pointed out that if the cost of producing the
fruit unpieked is 3s. 6d. the added cost of de-
livering it to the consumer overseas is not
less than an additional 7s. When speaking
on the fruit industry something might be
said in connection with the sugar industry
and the burden Australians, except those en-
gaged in the industry, have to carry in rcla-
tion to it. I was in Queensland two or three
years agoo, and I becamie convinced that of all
time primary producers 1 have met, the pro-
duters of' sugar in Queensland arc the most
prosperous. The unimlproved land suitable
for the cultivation of cane has increased
enormously in price, and f am inclined to be-
lieve that the assistance rendered to the in-
dustry by the Federal ('roveinent is in ex-
cess of what is actually required.

lion. WV. D. Johitson: It all. depends on
the permit to sell the sugar.

Mr. SAUPSON: The market for sugar
in Australia is limnited, and it is about that
market that the Queensland producers are
mostly concerned. Already a considerable
quantity of sugar has to be shipped out of
Australia, and that, I" understand, is
made possible only by rebates secured
from the protection afforded by the
Federal Government. Th~roumghout the
whole range of secondary industries we find
heavy protective duties. The wheat grower,
however, does not get that support, and
it is questionable how long he will he able
to continue as hie is doing. As a matter of
fact, the uneconomic condition of Australia
may properly P'ause anxiety amongst every-
one. We are finding it possible to con-
tine in mnost eases only with the aid of
bounties, or by the protection afforded in the
shape of heavy duties. I am not sufficiently
skilled in matters respecting production, con-
sumption and so on, to he able to
forecast how much longer we can go
on as we are doing. The fact remains
that the position is unsound, and if it is not
amiended, as I have already said, we shall
crash. The present position in respect of
a fewv secondary industries may be regarded
as satisfactory so far as a fewv thousand

workers in M1elbourne and Sydney are con-
cernedl. The manufacturers themselves are
being fattened at the expense of the rest of
Australia. Regarding group settlement I
desire to say that there is no occasion f or
alarmi in connection with the re-arrange-
awents that have been sugg-ested. It is esseni-
ti4l as~ a large plan is being unfolded, that
variations should be made in the methods
and in the work. In some eases I1 have no
doubt hug-er areas will be required, and pos-
s;ibly the addition of areas will get over the
difficulty iii many iflbtamlees. Having- been
over at number of the groups, I am convinced
LIhA ultimfately the schemhe wvill be a9 success.
As to the Peel Estate, it was never intenderd
that it should be established for the purpose
of supplying the fresh milk require-
neut (f the metropolitan area. It is in
this respect that there has beens a good deal
of criticism. against the Peel Estate. The
results nchieved at Jibury by the South-
West Cu-operative Dairy Products Ltd. are

so satisfactory as to give everyone who has
had the opjportuntity to peruse the balance
sheet, the greatest possible satisfaction and
pleasure. I have here a copy of the profit
and loss statement for the year ended 30thL
April last. This shows that the company
paid its seventh dividend of £3892 and a bonus
of £2,136. The amount against reserve, re-
placement and machinery, is £300, and the
reserve for bad debts £100, the balance un-
distributed being £16,210. The prott for
the year amounted to, at Bunbury £9,630,
at Busselton £558 (for seven mionths), and
at Perth distributing depot £C198. The issued
vaplital is £6,099! less amiounts anpaid £91;
Fo that actually the capital is £6,000. The
reserves to date jamount to 7,450. In the
directors' report for the 12 months ended
30th April last it is stated that al~owing
tor depreciation a net profit wvas shown from
all sourees of £:10,387. That is a fine state
of affairs,, and if any'%thing is calculated to
give satisfaction to those who believe in
Western Australia, and to remove any doubt
about the ultimate success of group settle-
me-nt, surely it is these figures.0

Mr. Lindsay: But this is a butter faetor ,
not a dairy farm.

Mr. SAI lISON: I am quoting these
figures which, to mie, are very pleasing. They
should he pleasing also to every well-wisher
of the State. The turnover for the 12
months, inclusive of the branch at Busselton,
amtounted to the large sum of £110,453.
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Hion. W. D). Johnson: Does that figure in-
clude importations'?

Mr. SAMSON: The btiver of the
Bunbury factory-I aml giving the facts-
amounted to £97,369, showing an increase
over the last year of some £25,000.

Hon. IV. D. Johnson: But can you tell
uts how much of that output of £07,000 wos
manufactured in this State, and how much
was imported from the North Coast?

Mr. SAMPSON: It is all disclosed in the
report and balance sheet, and I shall tell the
hon. member if he wvill let me proceed. The
balance sheet makes the mutter very clear
indeed. The State butter factory at Basset-
ton was purchased in October last from the
Govci nment by the Bunbury, board of dir-
ectors, and for the first seven months made
the highly satisfactory profit of £558. We
have heard time after time of the bad re-
suits following upon thle working of tl.!
Busselton butter factory. However, it was
not Busselton that was to blame, evidently.
The Busselton butter factory is now under
such nmanagenment ats has ensured a profit f-,r
the first seven months of £558. That, agaiu,
shows a splendid state of affairs. The re-
quiremnents of the Busselton butter factory
are drawn largely from the group settle-
ments. The quantity of cream received at
the Bunbury butter factory for the 12
mouiths was 914 tons 6 cwt., actually
2,048,05 lbs., for wvhich the sum of £E68,401
was paid; and 502 tons 13 cwt. of conm-
mercial butter was manufactured. The num-
ber of cans handled was 61,070.

Mr. tutey: Is that Busselton or Bunbury?
Mr. SAMIPSON: Bunbury.
Mr. Lutey: Group settlement started there

19 years ago.
Mfr. SAMPSON: But the butter fat for

the Bunbury factory comes from as
far as Manjimup, -where there are group
settletuents. Mafnjimup, however, has now
established a butter factory of its own. If
I may be allowed to prophesy, Mfanjimup
wrill follow the example which the South-
WVest Dairy Products Ltd. have set. At
Manjimup-and this surely is proof of the
fertility of the country-there is being pro-
duced one ton of butter per week. The first
ton is always the most difficult, of course.

Mr. J. H. Smith: They have got up to
3 tons 15 cwt.

Mr. SAMNPSON: They aire averaging, so
I Yinderstand, a ton of bhutter per week at
present. In the very near future, of course,

that quantity will be largely increased. Just
to revert to the Bunbury factory for a
moment-

Mr. 'Withers: What about the Swan dis-
trict ? Iowv about letting us deal with
Swant?

Mr. SA2WrSOY'U I can quite understand
that the member for Bunbury would like ito
deal with this matter, and 1 trust he will do
SO.

Mr. Withers: But you have cut all the
ground from under my feet.

Mr. SA'MPSON: I hope the bon. nmember
will not think I have trespassed on his pre-
serve, but when I read this balance sheet
I was so delighted to learn of the wonderful
progress being made in butter production
that I felt I would be justified in making
soale reference to it in my remarks. I say
again, these. figures provide a full answer
to anyone who doubts. If there is still to
be found a doubter as to the quality of
south-western land, the figures contained in
this balance sheet should permanently dispel
his misgivings. The Hon. Edwin Rose, of
the Legislative Council, who is chairman of
directors of the company, in concluding his
report refers to the directorate's intention
to expend a portion of the profits in exten-
sive alterations and additons to both build-
ings and machinery. He states-

This is niecessary to enable the manager *o
cope~ with, the growing business. The improve-
ments will also be the illeans of rednc~ng the
manufacturing costs.

So much for the South-West Co-operative
Dairy Prodfucts Ltd., at co-operative concerti
whichl is proving satisfactory not only to
those who send their produce there but also,
1 believe, to those w~ho formerly had doubts
Of the final results of dairying in the South-
West. Lately we have heard a good deat
concernuls! child endlowntent, and 1 had
hoped to hetar one or other hon. member on
the opposite side of the House refer to that
matter in his speech. I regard child endow.
rient as a duty' of the community, and 1 be-
lieve that when we have a fair system of
child endoWIRent It Will be al, lidded satis-
faction to all sections of the people. Thc
effect wvitl be to relieve the mother of anxietyv
touching thle care of the child, and to that
extent all will agree with the principle. But
it is contended that wages are to be called on
to bear- the expense. Now wages, as I under
stand, are based on the cost of living of the
parents and of certain children. On the one
hand we find that non-existent children are
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paid for, and ou the other hand that many
children in existence are not paid for at all.
The position is unfair, and I consider that
the sooner it is altered the better it 'will be
for the Commonwealth. We 'want an equit-
able arrangement. At a conference of unions
held recently a desire, I understand, was
expressed that the wages should be based
on the needs of a man, his wife, and at least
two dependent children. I fail to under-
stand the reason that would express a defi-
nite number of children. Why not give the
consideration to one or more children? That
seeingi to he the fair and reasonable course
to adopt.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Two children is the
nearest to the average in Australia.

Mr. SAM1PSON: But the trouble is that
in many cases there are d~o children.

Hon. W. D, Johnson; And in many cases
there are more than two.

Mr. SAMPSON: Just so, and that is the
unfair part of it. Parents may have seven,
or eight, or nine children, but the weekly
exchequer from the wages aspect is not
affected by that circumstance. Again, there
may be no children at all in the family. T
realise that this country must look to its own
people for increase of population, and any
proper schema of child endowment would
assist towards that end. I cannot under
stand the :argument which says, "Let us pay
for two children and start child endowment
thereafter." Why not look at the thing
fairly and, as I claim, properly, and start
paying with the first child and make the
payment irrespective of the needs of the
parents? The endowment should he a right,
and not a charity.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: How would you
pay it"

Mr. SAIMPSON: Undoubtedly there are
in connection with the matter many details;
which will have to be thrashed out. How-
ever, I wish to register my support of a.
scheme which will provide for endowment
of children. I wish to declare where I stand
on the question.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: The vital principle
of the scheme is, where wvould you get tin-
money to pay for it?

Mr. SAM_%PSON: It has been urged by
the Labour Party for years. past that -we
should have a child endowment scheme, aind
since there has been a real attempt on the
part of the 'Federal Government to provide
such a scheme, since something definite ha.,
been proposed, since the Federni Govern-

ment have started to look after their respon-
sibilities in this matter, since they have now
initiated discussion-

Mr. Panton: Oh!
Mr. SAMPSON: Since the Federal Gov-

ermnent have initiated discussion in a prac-
hecal way, there has been, I have noted, what
seems a keen desire on the part of Labour
to close the door on the possibility of bring-
ing in child endowmnent.

The MAinister for Lands: Close the door!
Bruce promised child endowment at the
Federal election, and then made an eloquent
speech showing how it could not be done.

Mr. SAMPSON: I ant endeavouring to
he truthful, of course; and I say that if we
want child endowment wve must approach
the matter in a helpful attitude, and the sug-
gestions whichi we put forward must be
helpful. When it is said that child endow-
mnent must not start until after the secondi
child, it seems to me that I am justified ini
questioning the sincerity of such a declara-
tion.

Mr. Sleenian: ]t is just as well to make
a, start somewhere.

Mr. SAMIPSON: Any attitude of that
nature seems to me to savour of closing the
door on the initiation of a scheme which I
personally, and thousands of others in the
State, would be delighted to see brought in.

The Minister for Lands: Your chief pro-
mised child endowment at the last general
election, and then absolutely evaded it?

Mr. SANIPSON: My chief?
The Minister for Lands: Bruce.
Mr. SAMNPSON: The Minister for Lands.

I uam sure, knows as well. as I do that there
is. no one in Australia to whom this State,
owes more at the present moment than Ifr-.
Bruce.

The MKinister for Lands: Oh!
Mr. SAMPSON: The M1inister knows, as

I know, that his Government have benefited
very much because of the statesmanlike view
which the Primp Minister has taken of
various matters affecting Western Australia

Mr. Panton: Dr. Page is in charge of the
Tresury.

The Minister for 'Mines: Take Bruce's
attitude towards mining, for instance. Ne
has not given us a shilling for it, and says
he will not do it either.

Mr. SAMPSON: The Minister for Mines
holds £165,000 provided hy the Federal Gov-
ernment. 'Mr. Bruce did not specify that
that amount was to he spent for the en -
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couragemnent of mining, but the money waa
hypothecated by our Premier for that pur -
pose, and very properly too. 1 applaud our
Treasurer for having done it.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p..

Mr. SAMPSON: Since referring to the
operations of the South-West Dairy Pro-
duets Company, I have looked up a matter
concerning wvhich there was some question.
Only dairy farmers can take up shares, and
the lprofits, of eolqrse, are the property of
the shareholders, It is almost unnecessary
to say that the dairy farmers themselves
profit by the great success that has been
attained. Shares are available also to Bus-
selton dairymen, which means; group set-
tiers; they may take up shares and benefit
in the wonderful success that has been
achieved, JIust here a word of recognition
of the manager, 'Mr. 3. IL. Strong, should he
expressed. Referring t) the work of co-
operation, it is anticipated that equal suc-
cess will wait upon their efforts. When one
realises the quality of the land around Man-
jimunp, it is remarkable that the country
should have remained so long unutlised.
The progress being made at Manjimup is the
direct result of the fertility of the soil, plus
the opportunity for working that soil by the
opeCrationl of the group settlement scheme,
plus co-operative effort. Having said that,
I may be permitted to return to the grant
by thie Federal G3overnment as the result
of the work of the Disabilities Commission-
It wvill be remembered that the Minister for
Mlines said the Prime Mlinister had done no-
thing for miningr. We know there was no
specified allocation of the grant to the State.
But the Government have determined that
of thie amount provided £165,000 shall be
apportioned to mining. It is not necessary
to have any special knowledge of mining
to arrive at the conclusion that there is no
obligation on the part of the Federal Gov-
erment to take the initiative in respect of
reorganising the mining industry in this
State. The Prime Mthinister would have been
wanting in good taste if, having arrived at
Kalgoorlie and been approached by th2
townspeople of that municipality, he had
taken the matter out of the hands of the
State 'Parliament and expressed opinions not
only as to what should be done with the
£165,000 hut what method o? reorganisation
should be adopted in order to restore the
goldmining industry to its former prosperity.

The 'Minister for Railways - We only want
to know whether or not he put in any money.

Mr. SAM1PSON: As the Minister is aware,
the £165,000 hypothecated for the purpose
of assisting the mining industry has not yet
been dealt with; the State Government have
not expressed themselves as to the means by
which the £105,000 should be utilised.

The Mlinister for Mines: The Premier
offered the Chamber of Mines £134,000 to-
wards the cost of amalgamation, and they
heartily thanked him for his offer. Yet they
have not done a thing about the amalgama-.
tion.

Hlon. Sir James 'Mitchell: The Premier
szaid tine Government had not yet decided
what to do with the money.

M r. SAMPSON: Are we, in spite of the
general understanding that nothing has been
done about the disposition of the £165,000
-ire we to understand that the disposition
has been decided upon?

The Minister for Mines: As I say, E134,000
was offered to the Chamber of Mines.

Mr. SAMPSON: The Alinister said it was
accepted by them.

TI"? Minister for 'Mines: No, I did not.

Hri. SAMPSON:- The 'Minister makes a
statement, and the moment it is challenged
hie de-nies having made it. Of course, the
Minister mayv have made a mistake. Howv-
ever, I am not to be blamed if, following the
statement of the 3Minister, I attempt to reply
to it.

The Minister for Mines: What I said was
that the Chamber of 'Mines. thanked the
Premier for his offer.

Mr. SAM_%PSON: Then if I am to under-
stand that they hanve not accepted it, we
are just where we thought we were. I sub-
mit that the Prime Minister acted wisely
and in accordance with the dictates of good
taste when he refrained from answering the
deputation at Kalgoorlie other than the way
he did answer them.

The Minister for Mines: What -was the
Commission appointed for?

Mr. SAMPSON: The Prime Minister
would have been wanti 'ng in respect to the
State Government if he had taken any other
stand. I should be surprised if the Minister
for Mines were to suggest that the Prime
Minister, on arriving here, should have gone
into this proposition and told the State Gov-
ernment what they ought to do.

The Minister for M-%ines: He did not hesi-
tate to write to the Premier setting forth
how he thought we should spend the
E165,000.

165
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Mr. SAMPSON: That is very different
from making a public uitterance before a
deputation ; the positions are not on all fours.
However, I hope the Minister will be sue-
eussful in devising some scheme tbat will
"lavc thle effect of restoring prosperity to
the mining industry. I realise the difficult
Tork he has in hand, and I am sure he -will
do his best in handling it. Still, I am not
going- to allow the statement that the Prime
Minister has been guilty of any disrespect
in this way to pass without pro! eating against
it. I was referring to the special ads-an-
(aiges this State had received from the Fed-
eral Government. This followed some dis-
euso on child endowment. I am sure the
Prime Minister is a very- real, genuine and
sincere friend of this State. If any states-
man in Australia is qualified to assist the
Commonwealth out of thle difficult and un-
economic position in which it is to-day, it
is the Prime M1inister himself. There is a
subject concerning which 1 have spoken on
various. occasions, namely, apprentices.
There is an undue proportion of unskilled
workers in this State, and their number is
constantly being increased. At the same time
Western Aublralia is starved for tradesmen.
The unfairness manifests itself particularly
in respect of the boys of the State. it may
he said that in the building trade there are
men available. That position, I submit, is
largely brought about by the shortage of
bricks, and the shortage of bricks is largely
traceable to the intrusion of the State Gov-
erment into brickmnking. This is the one
commodity in the building trade of which
there is a shortage. It will be readily under-
stood that the shortage is brought about
because of the justifiable fear of privaite en-
terprise of entering into an industry) in
which it may have to face competition pro-
vided by its own money. 'Moreover, State
enterprise does not have to face the ordinary
expenses of rater, and taxes. It has no diffi-
culty in that way, and in addition it some-
times has the advantage of preferential trade.
The preferential trade it enjoys is pro-
vided by the specifying in Government
contracts of State bricks. There is plenty
of opportunit 'y here for criticism. One
might well condemn the lack of equity
that makes such a condition possible. How-
ever, the State Brickworks are there, and
there is a shortage of bricks.

Mr. Thomson: Why they should specify
Slate bricks for work in the country I do
not know, when local bricks are available.

M1r. SAMPSON: Of course, it is an en-
tirely wr~ong policy. Bricks are wore costly
beause of the added expense of tansport.
In addition, there is the discouragement for
Iota I brickinakers who might otherwise en-
gage in this industry. The effect of this
would Ue that the builder;, out of work to-
day, would be engaged in work. Then there
is the objection that might be levelled at cer-
tain local authorities in the specifying of
brick area, In North Perth, in the Leeder-
ville electorate, there are streets as yet un-
made, notwithstanding which they are in the
area where the- ereetion of wooden buildings
is prohibited. That is entirely wrong. It
provides a sad comumentary on the manner
in which Western Australians view their own
excellent ha rd woods.

Mr. Davy: The trouble is with the legis-
lation, not with the local authorities.
.*1 r.' SAMPSON: [ thank the lion. miem-
ber. I amn inelineml to think that, when an
opportunity occurs in this Parliament, we
should be wise if 'ye gaveceonsideration to
the limiting of powers the exercise of which
in this instance mueans, the non-use of a re-

consdand thoroughly good Western Aus-
tralian product. So mnuch for the building
industry, In other trades there are
no unemployed tradesmen available. Fur-
ther than that, the number of lads in
certain trades is quite insufficient. for the
giown needs of the State. The position
amounts, to a conspiracy and a scandal. It is
a scandalous state of affars that the boys of
Western Australia should be prevented from
learning a trade, and in consequence should
be thrown on to the list of unemuployed at a
comparatively early agre.

Thle Mlinister tor Railways: Why use suich
eoxtravagant language--a conspiracy and a
scandal?

Mr. SAM3PSON: It is so. Members of
mices ,tve Oovernment, aire faced with the
unemployment problem. The unemployed
probleni is a difficult one and the Govern-
inent rightly have the sympathy of mem-
bers onl this side of the House.

The'Minister for Justire: How many have
we put on in the State Implement Work,
etc. ?

Mr. SAMPSON: I am not referring to
that. If we definitely resolve to work to-
wards the end I have indicated, many of the
difficulties of government will disappear.

The 'Minister for Justice: Who is in this
.coripiriacy
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Mr. Chesson: Employers will not take on
apprentices.

Mr. Marshall: You forget that when you
were a Minister there was a shortage of 116
up prentices in the workshops.

Mr. SAMPSON: There is a full answer
to that. At the time there were no unem-
ployed.

Mr. Corboy: Now you are becoming
comical.

Mr. SAMPSON: In addition, it was im-
possible to jprovide workers for all the posi-
tions available. Let the member for Yilgarn
search the records of the Labour Bureau
and he will find that what I say is a fact.

M r. ('orboy: It is tiot. The Labour
Bureau has had unemployed on its books lor
years.

Mir. SAMUPSON: This State has never
had a suffict number of apprentices. I do
not imply that the present G3overnment are
responsible for that state of affairs.

The Minister for Justice: You spoke about
a conspirac 'y and a scandal.

Mr. SAMPSON: Yes, because of the
rigour displayed in the court to limit the
number of apprentices.

r.Marshall: Awful!
The Minister for Justice: DisplaYed by

whon]?
Mr. SAMPSON: B 'y those who a ppear be-

fore the court. It amounted to a conspiracy
to prevent the boys front learning a trade.

Mr. Pant on: Then the President of the
court is in the conspiracy?

Mr. SAMPSON: I am not suggesting
that.

M11r. M1arshall: The court gives the de-
cision.

Mr. SAMPSON: The court is guided by
the evidence placed before it. Let every memn-
ber, resolve to do aill in his power to secure
a larger quota of apprentices, and the eternal
dirnicrltv of shortage of tradesmen and an
increasingly large number of unskilled
labourers will disappear.

Mr. Lutey: What would you say was a
fair quota?

Mr. SAMPSON: I would go so far as to
say that every boy should have an oppor-
tunity to learn a brade. It is unfair that one
section or two sections of the community,
by submitting evidence to the court, should
be able to limit the number of apprentices
to such an extent that the State is continu-
ally short of tradesmen and the number of

unskilled workers is increasing. It is dis-
tinctly unfair to those who are denied an op-
portunity to learn a trade. The Minister
suggests that my language is extravagant.
Would I were gifted with your eloquence,
Mr. Speaker, to influence the Minister, for
I1 would surely use it. Our lads are being
treated unfairly. There ame hundreds of un-
skilled workers in ths State wrho, had they
lbeen given an opportunity to learn a trade,
would now be living reasonably happy lives.
They are not living reasonably happy lives
because they are on the lowest wage rate
when they are working, their work is inter-
mittent, and there tire considerably more
worker., than there is work to be done. When
they are provided with work, it is not always
essential work, but sometimes in the nature
of charity. Is it right that an Australian
should lbe forced into that position? No man
should stand for a principle that means his
brothers, fellows or comrades, whatever he
might call them, are relegated to a state in
which flher' cannot make a reasonable living
for themselves, their wives and families.

Mr. Panton: Do you know any building
contractor wvho wvill take on apprentices?

Mr. SAMPSON: I have already ex-
plained the difficulty in the building trade.
There ale plenty of employers who would
gladly take more apprentices if the court
could be induced to view the question more
generously.

Mr. Panton: Do you know any?
Mr. Richar-dson: I know two who wvill

tak-c four apprentices each, but they are not
allowed by law to do so.

'Mr. SAAMPSON: I know that the print-
ing industry is chronically short of trades-
men. r regret that the enterprise of those
engaged in the printing, industry is so ruth-
lessly restricted by the limitations of appren-
ticeship~ regurlations and awards. There is
plenty of work for tradesmen in this couit-
try, but if one advertises for tradesmen, he
cannot get them.

Mr. 'Marshall: You wrist have read that
in the paper.

Mr. SAM1P&ON: I have explained that
I recognise the difficulty in the building
trade.

M)r. Clydesdale: I could get you 10D car-
penters and painters to-morrow morning.

'Mr. Riehardson: You could not.
Mr. Clydesdale: I could.
Mr. Richardson: I will bet you could not.
,1r. SPEAKER: Order!
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Mr. SAMPSON: I have explained why the
building industry is in that state. It ca
easily be understood -why building opera-
tions are so excessively costly. A briclayer,
when lie starts on a job, frequently has to
leave it two or three times because the
bricks arrive in dribs and drabs, and he is
unable to make a fair week's wages owing
to the time lost in waiting.

Mr. Panton: Most of the bricklayers Are
on piecework.

Mr. SAMPSON: They are in a very for-
tunate position. Their only difficulty is to
secure sufficient bricks. I blame the pre-vious Labour Administration for having dis-
couraged privatc enterprise by establishing
brickwork;, because the Government of that
time entered into an industry that was then
fully catered for by private enterprise.

Ron. J. Cunningham: There is ample op-
portunity now for private enterprise to
cuter tire field.

Mr. SAMPSON: I acknowledge that, but
people never 'know when the Government
may decide to establish additional brick-
works. Consequently, private enterprise
naturally says, "I am not going to enter into
this industry because I may be at once op-
posed by the Government."

Mr. Richardson: And the Government will
not let a contract unless Government bricks
are used.-

3%r. SAM1PSON: That is another difficulty
-the preferential treatment given to the
State- industry.

Rfon. J. Cunningham: Therefore they
have evacuated the field to enable the Gov-
erniment to go on with the work.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: How do you
sell bricks?

The Minister for Mines: Cheaper than pri-
vate firms.

Mr. Richardson: No, you don't.
The Minister for Mines: We do.
Mr. Richardson: I am building at present

and I happen to know.
The Minister for Mines: You do not know

everything.
Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. SAMPSON: If it were possible to

know to -what extent State enterprise is to
be developed, it would be easy for private
enterprise to decide whether to extend its
operations.

Hon. J. Cunningham:- Why did not your
Government dispose of the State brick-
worksl

Mr. SAMPSON: The hon. member knows
as wecll as I do that it -was not possible under
the Act to effect such a sale.

Hon. J. Cunningham: You made no at-
tempt whatsoever to remedy it.

Mr. SAI\WS ON: If the Minister turns up
the records he ill find that I supported the
motioii moved by the member for Katan-
ning, and gladly, too.

i-on. J. Cunningham: But as, a 'Minister
you did nothing

Mr. SAM1PSON: As a 'Minister I sup-
ported the niotion, and members on this side
of the House generally would support it,
but as the hon. member knows, there were
complications that rendered it impossible at
the time to give effect to our desires. I
certainly do not stand for State enterprise
in brick-making, and I repeat that the diffi-
culty experienced by men in the building
trade to secure employment is attributable
to a previous Labour Administration in hav-
ing established brickworks.

Ron. J. Cunningham: How are you going-
to remedy it? What do you suggest9

Mr. SAMPSON: I suggest that the
Government indicate what it aims at do-
ing and to what extent it intends to develop
State enterprise. The matter of apprentices
is one for individual members without refer-
ence, I hope, to party limitations or preju-
dices, if such exist. Members should make
uip their minds to break down the present
wretched state of affairs, which is adding to
the number of unskilled workers and thereby
the number of unemployed.

Eon. HI. Millington: What wretched state
of affairs?

Mr. SAMPSON: The hon. member is not
usually lacking in perception, and I hesi-
tate to believe that he does not understand.
Let iue quote from a Sydney publication a
paragraph that indicates that the people of
New South Wales is faced with somewhat
similar difficulties.

Ron. Sir James Mitchell: They are facing
the ballot box at present.

Mr. SAMPSON: This refers to the inade-
quate provision of apprentices. It reads-

Everywhere the story was the same. The
printing trade was not found to ba affected
more than any other-or less. '"We cannot do
till the work that is offering because we hare
not the skilled labour," was the complaint on
all sides. The trades generally hare not the
skilled labour for the reason that an insufficient
number of lads have been trained to meet the
natnral growth of business. There are not
enough skilled men, nor will there ever be until
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a better systemn is agreed upon in regard to
training for trades. Ia the skilled trades there
are Dever any men out of work who are properly
qualified and who will work. The apprenticeship
question has to be faced. Tt has bad some at-
tention. The solution appears to be the simple
one of training sufficient lads, not only to carry
-on existing business as older hands drop out,
but to meet the demands (of expansion. It is that
or the direct importation of skilled hands fromother countries, and surely it will not hi. con-
tested tbat the best course is to train youn
Australians, wino have birthrights in respect of
all the industries of their country. Skilled
labour is decreasing, unskilled labour is increas-
ing; consequently it is possible to have all the
trades calling for ale,,, while there arc parades
of unemployed ellizens who never learnt any-
thing but physical jerks with pick and shlovel.

Mr. Withers: Have you gone to th4
trouble to find out how many employers
have their full number of apprentices? Not
one in the State is employing the full
number.

11r. Thonison: That is owing to the re-
strictions imposed.

Mr. -Corhoy:- Very few have their full
number. None of them is employing his Cull
quota of apprentices.

Mr. SAM1PSON: I have made many in-
quiries into that q.uestion. in some instance,;
employers fail to employ as many appre-
tices as the agreements and awards permit,
but there is a big body of employers who
are assisting in training the full num-
ber of apprentices allowed. The West
Australian Chamber of Manufactures re-
cently considered this matter, and carried a
resolution urging upon employers the desir-
ability of employing as many apprentices as
the awards permitted.

Mr. Corboy: The fact that thkey carried
such a resolution shows that there is a grave
anomaly.

Mr. SAMUPSON: It showsg that in some
cases employers are not engaging the ap-
prentices they should.

Mr. Corboy: We claim that is so in the,
majority of eases.

Mr. Kenneally: I suppose You will give
the name of the publication.

lMft SAIUPSON: It is the "Wimbles Re-
minder." The "Westralian Manufacturer,"
the official organ of the Chamber of Matnu-
factures. recently referred to this question.

31r. Corboy: What ahout the "WestemL
Tradlers"?

Mr. SAMPSON: The writer of the artield
said-

It has been argued in some quarters Mhat ciat-
ployment is not offering to more tradesmen, but

even so, a lad who is n trained carpenter and
-an't get a job at his trade is a handier man,
and a better, than the unskilled labourer, and
certainly likely to be of more use to an em-
ployer, even if not in his own line. Know-
ledge hurts no one. If it is true that a little
knowledge is dangerous, let us see that our
boys are brought up to a full acquaintance with
things.

IIT. Corboy:. In other words, you want
cheap labour.

Mr. SAMPSON: There is no point in
that interjection. Wages are fixed by the
court. There is no virtue in observing an
award.

Mr. Panton: It also fixes the ratio of ap-
prentices.

Mr. SAMIPSON: After argument has
been submitted.

Mr. Pan ton: And so it is with wages,
Mr. SAMIPSON: I hope the interjections

arc not to he taken as meaning that anyone
is opposead to giving Western Australian
boys an apportunity to earn a living.

Mr. Corboy: You do not suggest we are
opposed to that.

Mx. SAMPSON:- I should be sorry to think
SO.

Mr. Corboy: You do not think it9
11r. SAMPSON: No. It is merely that

the interjections seem to conflict with that
opinion.

Mr. Pan ton:- We were merely stating fads-.
Mr. SAMUPSON: I hope members will

assist to improve the position. it is our duty
to do that when we know the enormous
number of mn who are out of employment
at this time of the year. If we have any
regrard for the country and the welfare of
our fellow beings we must take this matter
in hand.

Mr. Corboy: It is your duty to make
every manufacturer employ the full number
of apprentices he is allowed to have.

Mr. SAMPSON: That is my desire, hut
I want the hon. member to see that the
different secretaries who go to the court are
not so vigorous in urging that there are
already enough tradesmen.

Mr. Corboy - You would like them to be
less vigorous in many other directions?

Mr. SAMPSON: I would like them to he
no so prolific as to the arguments that really
make for unskilled labourers. It is the un-
skilled labourer who mostly requires to be
fitted for special work.

MT. Corhoy: You are shedding crocodile
tears.

1-
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Mr. SAMPSON: It is there that the
economic waste occurs. I hope members will
assist in altering that position.

Mr. Richardson: So many men are out
of work that they will take almost anything
that is offering.

Mr. SAMPSON : In some elass of
employment there is always sufficient work
going on. For road making one could gather
a thousand or two mn in one or two hoursi
and put them out in different parts of the
State. One could also gather together a
number of men who claim to he motor
mnechanics and to be able to effect running
repairs.

Mr. Clvdesdale: Many would claim to be
printers.

Mr. SAMPSON: No printers are out of
work. I would ask the co-operation of mem-
bers in the direction of relieving the present
very regrettable position. I am glad the
M1inister for Lands has given notice of his
intention to bring down a Closer Settlement
Bill. U hope this attempt will he successful
in every way, and -will have the effect of
bringing into use unoccupied lands adja-
cent to railways, concerning which we have
heard so much.

Mr.~ Corhoy: And that it will be success-
ful in passing your friends in another place.

Mr. SAMPSON: When Mrx. M1orrison was
alive hie never tired of pointing out the difli-
cultie., confronting the State because of the
non-utilisation of such land. The position
to-day is precisely the same. When the Pre-
mier went to Harvey he stated that if re-
turned he would take it as a mandate that a
measure should he brought down to force
unutilised laud into productivity. lie also
repeated the statement at Bouldecr. I have
heard the story before but was none the less
pleased to hear it again. I realise the dUDl-
eulties attached to effecting the Premier's
desire. 1. know the Premier would not do
anything improperly, and I hope he will
be able to bring these lands into use. I look
forward hopefully to the time when it will
not be possible to lock up huge areas of
country. The Commissioner for Railways,
has his difficulties added to t~y reason
of the fact that the railways pass by so
much land that is never brought under the
plough. If we are to carry into effect the
motto of the ox-Premier "God speed the
plouzrh" we must have an effective Closer
Settlement Bill. I hope that measure will
force those who are holding- up land to
l'rin - it into full use.

Mr. A. Wansbrough:- What hare you done
with the Child Endowment Scheme you
had -2

Mr. SAMPSON: The difficulties created
by modern transport, in common with othe.-
pren.ent day dilliculties, have been recognised
by the Federal Government. The State has
received very generous treatment in the mat-
ter of the Federal road grant, which is being
subsidised by the State. I wish to raise my
voice against the reduction of State subsi-
-dies. When one realises, how thoroughly the
Federal Government appreciated the diffi-
culties of the State in the matter of road
construction it is hard to understand bow
the State GJovernment fail to appreciate the
dilliculties of local authorities.

-Mr. Withers: Are they not assisting local
authorities?

Mr. SAMIPSON: Tn the matter of con-
structing certain main and developmental
roads.

Mr. Withers: Of course they are.
-Mr. SAMP1SON: The difficulties confront-

ing local authorities are great, and are in-
creasing so rapidly that the Subsidy, far
from being sufficient, has never been half
enotuh. I am disappointed tlint the State
Government should hove reduced the small
Stul"s that have hithe~rto been made aivail-
able to local authorities by effecting a re-
daction from a maximum of £300 to one
of £140. During ]925-26 the State found
£26,090 for this pxurpose. The reduce]
amount is now £151902. That is not a big
savnmi~ to effet. I submit that for every
pound the local authorities have received
they have secured 20s. worth of work.

M1r. for boy: Do you think so?
.Mr. SAMPSON: I am positive that the

member for Vilgairn would agree, if he com-
pared the work done by other authorities,
that the road boards had done work worth
more than 20s. in thme lpound. Perhaps we
had better not pursue that argument far-
ther.

Mr. Corboy: You had better not. Ask
the mnember for MN~urray-Wellington that
question.

M.\r. SAMIPSON: No sugge-stion of that
sort wdll have any effect upon me. If the
lion. membner can throw any light upon the
question of bad road construction or bad
administration, I should like him to do so,
hut I do not think lie can.

Mr, Marshall: Is there a road hoard at
Arradale?

Mr. SAMPSON: 'Yes.
Mr. Marshall: There are no roads there.
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Mr. SAMPSON: Tt is one of the best
administered rood boards in the State.

Mr. Withers: It was bad before the Oov-
ernient took it in hand.

Mr. SAMIPSONL: 1 could enlighten the
House upon the load which hardly eon-
nects %rniadlc with IKelmnseott; to-day. As
the matter is~ likely to be discussed by the
road boards at a deputation at an early date,
I do not propose to dleal with it now.

Mr. Davy: That was the only decent part
of the road.

Mr. SAMPSON: Previously it was a good
piece of road, but unfortunately was never
completed.

MNr. Richardson: The Main Roads Board
are doing a lot of good work in the country.

Mr. Lathanm: During election time they
did.

Mr. SAMPSON: The hon. member will
not be disappointed if I do not jump at
the bait. I hoard with great regret that no
assurance was given to the road boards that
the subsidy would not hie further reduced.
If the local authorities are to live up to
their obligations they must be assisted by
the Government to the utmost possible ex-
tent. I am certain that different members
of the Governmnent are anxious to do this,
hut would remind them that a reduction i n
subsidy must have rather a discouraging
effect. 'When the road grant Ntas provided
by the Federal Government consideration
was given to the enormous area of Western
Austrailia. Thle Commonwealth authorities
acknowledged that Western Australia,
required special consideration. I1 ami
sorry that that viewpoint has niot
apparently received full consideration by
the State in respect of road hoard subsidies.
Thr importance of country life cannot he
over-stressed; particularly is this so in dis-
tricts relying upon primary production.
Their lack of roads constitutes a s;erious diffi-
culty indeed. Many of the producers cannot
get their products to market because of the
absence of roads. Thle mrat need, as I see
it, is not so mutch the depth of construction
as a good surface. If the surface of a road
is not in good order with, say, a tarred sur-
face, then there is very little likelihood of
the road lasting in good condition for any
length of time.

'Mr. Clydesdale: Do you not know that the
Commnonwealth specify that the roads must
be constructed to a certain depth?

Air. SAM1PSON: Yes.

Mr. Corboy: Do you suggest that you
could tar-dress thle roa41k outside the metro-
politan area?

Mr. SAMPSON: Certainly.
Mr Corboy: What, right throughout tiLe

State?0
Air. SAMPSON: Not necessarily, but

wherever there is heavy traffic it could be
done, Otherwise the roads will not stand
tip to the work.

Mr. Corboy: Blit they must have a decent
foundation.

Mr. SAMPSON: The member for Can-
ning (Mr. Clydesdale) will bear me out when
I refer to a section of the Perth-Albany-road
running- throupgh the Canning district. The
secretary of the local road board, Mr. Jones,
has made experiments with that portion of
the Albany-road that runs past his offlle .
Although the road is little more than a crust,
it has been tar-dressed and has stood up to
its work for some years.

Mr. Clydesdale: You do not suggest that
that road compares with those constructed
by the Main Roads Board,!

Mr. SAMPSON: I am not making any
comparison at all, hut I say that unless th e
surface of the road is kept in good order
by means of tar dressing-or a bitumen
lanket, of course-the gravel formation or
macadam will very quickly go. The road
will not stand up to traffic nor will it stand
np to the effect of water or air.

Mr. Griffiths: There is a striking illustra-
tion on the ltelmnseott-road.

Mr. SAMPSON: That is so.
Mir. Corboy: But you do not suggest that

that is possible with all roads?
Air. SAMPSON: I do, because there is no

jned for heavy construction. Heavy con-
struction is not so esshential as tar dressing.

Mr. Clydesdale: The Commonwealth Gov-
erment will not agree with that contention.

Mir. SAMPSON: If that point has, been
submitted to them and been rejected by thle
Federal authorities, I am sorry to bear it.

Mr. Clydesdale- Well, that is a fact.
The Minister for Minus: The Federal

authorities specify the standard to which
the roads must be constructed, otherwise
they will not be subsidised.

Mr. SAMPSON: I think the Federal Mlin-
ister for Works will listen to reason and if
he were showna the road I have referred to,
1 think he would agree that it is equal to
requirements.
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Mr. Clydesdale: The Commonwealth Gov-
ernment want roads that will stand up fur
50 years.

Mr. SAMPSON: Ifo road will stand up
for 50 weeks that is not tar-dressed or cov-
ered with a bitumen blanket.

Mir. Corboy: How long would your pie-
crust road last with wagons of wheat going-
over it?

Mr. SAMI'SON: The hon. member can
examine that section of the Perth-Ariadalc
road outside the Canning Road Board office,
and I can assure him he will find that that
road has stood up to its work without pot
holes or corrugations.

Air. Corboy: But I suppose they are nrs--
ing that part of the road like a baby!

Air. SAAMPSON: I do not think it is tar-
dressed more than once a year and I fancy
once every second year would be nearer the
mark. The importance of roads is considt-
erable, and I ant hopeful that the Acting
Minister for Works will persuade the Treas-
urer to review his decision and restore the
subsidies to the road board9. Regarding-
health matters, we are fortunate that the
Minister for Health is one of the Ministers
sitting in this Rouse. I wish to draw par-
ticular Attention to pmatters in connection
with infectious diseases such as diphtheria,
tuiberculosis and so forth. It is customary,
when a room has been occupied by a person
suffering from an infectious disease, to
s~pray the room he has occupied, but, strange
to say, there is no obligation imposed upon
the authorities to treat the bedding in a sini-
ilar -way. Hon. members may contemplate
with surprise, conditions that allow bed end
bedding occupied by a patient to be used
subsequently by another person occupying
his room in a boarding house or a dwelling
house, without any action being taken by thc
local authorities, 1n hospitals, of course,
there are facilities for sterilising blankets
and betiding used by patients. This is a sub-
jeet that the "Minister might look into. Pre-
cautionary measures are not taken at pres-
ent, and it does not require much imagina-
tion to realise the danger arising from the
use of bedding- in the way I have indicated.

The Mlinister for Mines: Do you know of
any ease where that has happened?

Mr. SAMPSON: I do. I will let the Min-
ister know of it privately.

The Minister for Mines: If it is due to
laxity on the part of any officer of the de-
partment, he will go out of it to-morrow.

Air. SAM-1PSON: L did not intend to bring
forward this matter with the object of hav-
ing any officer discharged. So far as I uw.
derstand the position, it kiss not been obli-
gatory on the health inspectors to deal wit!,
it. I1 do not know how such bedding cowil
be treated unless by destroying it altogether.

Air. (inrboy: There is only one safe way
and that is by burning.

Mr. SAM1PSON: Of course there are
other means available in the hospitals but
it would be too expensive to provide those
facilities throughout the smaller districts
as well. The position, however, represents
a grave danger. Regarding the Wooroloo
Sanatorium, the situation to-day is very
difficult. 1 know it was the same when I
was% the Minister in charg-e of the Health
Department. The sanatorium is now re-
garded as a place where patients go to die,
bus that is entirely wrong. The sanatorium
was never established for that purpose. It
was established as a sanatorium, and as
such I hope it will be continued in the
future. It should be conducted as a place
to which a person suffering from tuber-
culosis would naturally desire to go. Be.
cause of the Lmlfavourable regard in which
the institulion is held in most places,
platients dislike going there at all. Regard.
ing mnalignaut growths and development of
cancer, great interest is taken in this phase
of disease throughout the world. Wh'ile the
k-nown percentage of deaths from cancer as
great, the actual percentage of those so affic-
ted is much in excess of that figure. Cancer
does not usually attack the young, and when
old persons die it very of ten is a blessing in
disguise.

Mr. Marshall: Are you look ing ahead 9
Mr. SAMPSON: It is gratifying to know

that the pathotogist appointed at the Perth
Hospital is doing goad work and that the
X-ray equipment has proved a blessing. I
hope it will not he long before definite pro-
gzrezs is made regarding the provision of a
deep therapy plant.

The 'Minister for Mlines: I will require
more information before I agree to spend
much money in that direction.

Mr. SMI1PSON: Investigations made in
different parts of the world regarding deep
therapy indicate that it sometimes eliminates
the necessity for an operation. We know
that those operations are not by any means
always successful. On the other hand, the
use of the deep therapy treatment has a
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withering effect on the disease germ, thus
on occasions, avoiding the necessity for an
operation.

Mr. Corboy: Your claims are not backed
up by substantial results.

Mr. SAMPSON: Scientists are dealing
with the problem in Guy's Hospital in Lon-
don, and at other institutions the names of
which' I am not familiar with. Perhaps
when the Minister is speaking later on lie
will give us some information regarding pro-
gress made in deep therapy investigations.

The M1inister for Mines: All the infornia
tion I have to-day, which comes through the
Medical Department and the Health Depart-
ment, is that the system is not too satisfac-
tory- I do not mind telling you that there
has not been one application for the deep
the-apy treatment that has been turned dow
by the Government in Western Australia
We are willing to pay for anyone who wants
that treatment, but the results that have been
disclosed so far are not very satisfactory.

Mr. SAMPSON: Where are they treated.
The Minister for Mines: In Perth, by Dr.

Johnson or Dr. Donald Smith.
Mr. SAMIPSON: It is gratifying to know

that; it is a very important matter. At the
same time, there is great need for the re-
vision of our hospital laws, which have been
on the statute-book since before most of u.,
were born.

The Minister for Mines: I have given
notice to introduce an amending Bill.

Mr. SAMIPSON: I hope in that Bill the
Minister wilt make provision for funds that
wilt be required to carry on the hospitals.
The time has arrived when the methods
adopted at the present time for raising fund4
for hospital purposes should be ended. Hos.
pital authorities should knowv that necessary
funds are forthcoming. 1 have always been
under the impression that hospital treatmeut
was equal in importance to education. I would
support the imposition of a tax for hospital
purposes.

Mr. Corboy: The cost of hospitals fall,
unevenly to-day.

Mr. SAMPSON: In the interests of all
we should endeavour to secure efficient hos-
pital facilities. The method of collecting
money in the streets is unworthy of the
people of the State. We find that young
women arc given boxes into which people
are invited to place coins, or they are given
flowers to sell, or buttons to dispose
of. I admire the young ladies who do

this kind of work knowing that it is for a
good cause, but it reflects badly upon mem-
bers of Parliament who permit that kind of
thing to continue.

Mr. Penton: It is cut out now, and sweep
tickets are being sold.

Mr. Chesson: What about a tax on news-
papers 7

Mr. SAMPSON: If the Mlinister will in-
troduce a Bill to provide funds for hospitals,
it wvill receive my cordial support,

The Minister for Mines: Finance will
not be included in the Bill.

Mr. SAMPSON: It is important that the
hospitals should have a legal standing which
at the present time does not exist. I offer
my congratulations to the Government for
the work that has been (lone in connection
with the erection of the reception house. I
take some credit in connection with that
work inasmuch as when the Leader of the
Opposition wvas Treasurer of the State, it
was made possible for us to acquire the
site. I am pleased also that the prison farm
is to be established and I hope that the
work will be pushed on as rapidly as pos-
sible. The people in the locality will find
that no great disability will arise from the
establishment of the farm there. There is
bound to be a sentimental objection, but
apart from that there should be no difficulty.
At all events, I congratulate the Govern-
ment for going on with this work which
should have been carried out long ago.

Mr. Chesson: While you were in office.
Mr. SAMPSON: Had I continued in

office for another few months, it would have
been my pleasure and privilege to establish
the farm. However, I amn not going to be
denied the opportunity to congratulate the
Government on what they have done. No
speech on the Address-in-reply in the first
session would be complete without a reference
to the elections. A~s members are aware,
Labour bad what has been termed a flying
start. From the standpoint of democracy,
the fairness of the contest was open to ques-
tion. The essence of democracy, so I have
read, is thast the will of the people shall
prevail. There was a bunch of pocket
boroughs and we had the spectacle of nine
members being returned unopposed. It
would have been futile to oppose any one of
those nine, simply because they were stand-
ing for small and snug boroughs.

The Mlinister for Mines: All the same,
one of them had 5,000 electors.
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Mr. iMarshall: You once had 11 candi-
dates unopposed, and you bribed your sup-
porters to oppose the very men you brought
down.

Mr. SAMPSON: I do not think we need
take that remark too seriously, and you, Sir,
I am sure will not look upon me with less
regard if I do not ask you to call the bon.
member to order. The figures of the pocket
boroughs to which I have already referred
have frequently been compared -with those
of other electorates. 'Menzieg and Canning
are two outstanding examples.

The Minister for MXines: And both the
members arc on this side of the House.

Mr, SAMPSON: 'Menzies has 265 elec-
tors, of whom 224 voted, and Canning has
17,347 voters, of whom 11,502 voted.

'Mr. Latham: They sit together and split
the difference,

Mr. SAMPSON: If we make a compa-ri-
son between those two electorates, we might
say that if Mfenzies justifies the return of
one member, then Canning justifies the re-
torn of 65.

Mr. Panton: Your party sent two candi-
dates; after it.

'Mr. SA7IlPSON: Even the comparatively
small Swan electorate, with 5,474 electors
should, on the samne basis, have 20 membhers.
I have no personal complaint to advance re-
garding the Swan electorate, or the alleged
roll stuffing. I do -say, however, that the
electoral boundaries s4hould be amended. It
may, be urged that a previous Parliament
did not amend those boundaries, but that is
no justification for allowing -what is a great
evil to continue. Something could be said,
indeed something has been said, with re-
gard to the number of moad workers who, by
a most remarkable coincidence, found them-
selves in certain districts on the last,' or
nearly' last day, on which it was possible for
them to secure enrolment. So miTch has been
said about it. that I do not intend to com-
ment on it further, except to say that so far
as the Swan electorate is concerned, I hare
nio complaint to make.

Mr. Gorhoy: You would have liked the
Government to build more roads there for
you.

The 'Minister for Mines: You did com-
plain about the few who were sent there.

Mr. SAMPSON%: I have no recollection
of complaining ahont men having been sent
to do road work. The -results show that the
men who wrent there voted "Sampson for

Swan,'' and it would have ill become me to
raise any objection to their presence in the
electorate.

Mrh. CorL.oy: Your leader said they were
all supporters ot ours and you said they were
niot.

Mr. SA.AP SON: The Leader of the Op-
position niay have been right in regard to
the electorate to which he referred. I hope
the p)resent Government will apply its collec-
tive miind to the propriety of bringing down
a Redistribution of Seats Bill, a BiUl that will
have the effect of ending the anomalies that
at present exist. There is one other matter
to which I desire to refer and then I will
conclude. It relates to the election for one of
the North-West seats. Members will know
that the North-West elections took place a
Fortnight after the others had been deter-
muined. Amongst others, the member for
York (31r. Latbam) and I had the pleasure
of visiting Carnarvon. We went there on the
"Minderoo" arid on that boat there were

other miembers and some Ministers of the
Crown, including the Premier, the Minister
for Agriculture and yourself, 'Mr. Speaker.
It was gratifying -when we reached Carnar-
von to have the opportunity of listening to
election addresses delivered by meatbers now
on the other side of the House. When I
learnt that representatives of the Labour
Party' were to speak ait Carnarvon, I de-
cided that I would not be wanting in good
taste if I went along and listened to what
was to be said.

Mfr. Corboy: So you found out what it
was all about after your own election was
over.

Mr. SAMPSON: 11 went along, in com-
pany with the member for York (Mfr.
Latham), to the meeting1, and we heard the
usual well-balanced and closely-reasoned
speech which the Premier gives, aind we also
heard an excellent speech from the then
Minister for Acniculture. Those addresses
were followed b y a speech f romn the member
for Kanowna. T realised that afternoon,
Mr. 'Walker, as I have realised many times
since, that the wide range of vocabulary
with which you are blessed and the mastery
of words in which you arc so proficient
stand you in great stead. It seemed to me
that afternoon as if you were to some extent
ohsesged by the fact that you had been
Speaker of this House aind consequently felt
it would not, perhaps, be quite fitting on
your part to deliver a strong party address.
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So, having- voiced some excellent sentiments,
you referred to the influx of Parliamen-
tarians at Carnarron. You may have said
that the coming election would be a day
of transcendent importance, and that it
would be of outstanding value and signifi-
cance not only to Carnarvon, but to the
State itself; that there had been brought
about such a combination of circumstances
that as the days went by the excitement
amnong the people would increase, and that
with the arrival of this body of Parli~men-
tarians there would be an enthusiasm worked
up amnong& the electors which, as the days
went by, -would develop into a frenzy, and
that w hen election day came they would,'
hugging themselves, rush to the polls crying

aloud, "Angelo, Angelo, Angelo!"

MR. WITHERS (Bunburr) [8.49]:- Pre-
vious speeches on the Address-in-reply have
left me very little to say concerning South-
Westerni matters, and after the eloquent
finale of the last speaker one might feel
almost nonplussed, Let me congratulate
the member for East Perth (Mr. Kenuesllyl,
as a new member, on the manner in which
he moved the adoption of the Address-in-
reply. For mx' part I am not prepafred to
go over the election' campaign again. A
grreat deal has been heard of that during the
little time the debate has been proceeding.
As the Prenmier remarked last week, mem-
bers f resh from the hustings have p-ractically
been reiterating wvhat took place during the
election. Certain mantters in the Governor's
Speeh appeal to me, and I intend to deal
with two or three of them. 'We are all proud
of the achievements. of the last 12 months.
I shall not enter into figures, because the
Leader of the Opposition and the Premier,
and also the hon. member who may be termed
the deputy Deputy Leader of the Countryi
Party, have already dealt with that aspeet.
Even were I to juggle the figures, members
would hardly be mnore enlightened than they
aire to-day. It is nice to know that at last
we have, as tile Premier assures us wve have
despite the assertions of other members, a
surplus in hard cash.

Mr. Latham: Not too hard.
Mr. WITHERS: It is very pleasant in-

deed to have a surplus of £28,000, whether
it be obtained by a Labour Government or
a Government of any other political con'-
plexion. I applaud members of the Opposi-
tion who in their speeches have given the
present Government credit for what has been

achieved. Forinqrly, when adverse condi-
tions obtained in Western Australia, we had
to stand up to them. Droughts, for in-
stance wvere put down to mal-administration
of the Labour Party. That being so, surely
the Labour Party should be given credit
-vhen Western Australia has good seasons.
Speaking last year on 'the Address-in-reply,
I said at the conclusion of my remarks that
I hoped 1 would he able to say during this
Address-in-reply debate-I was so confident
of being- returned, having done such excel-
lent work for my electorate-that I could
compliment the Government an what they
had lione for Bunbury during- my member-
ship. Certain things that have heen done
in mny constituency are proving a benefit to
the South-West, though I have not secured
all I wished. I1 may' add that what I have
got I dlid not obtain by making a great noise
on the floor of the House. There are times
when it is not wvise to criticise Ministers too
freely, lest one offend them. That may be
may position to-night. On the other hnnd,
t2 may be a little more open during the re-
mainder of my term. The question of land
settlem eat troubles the mind of our whole
commiunity, andi I am indeed pleased to find
that the legislation promised by the Go;'er-
nor's Speech includes a closer settlement
Bill. Members and the public are conver-
salit with the fate of previous closer settle-
mat Bills introduced by the Mitchell Gov-
erment and the Collier Government. I
have no doubt whatever that this House is
absolutely sympathetic towards closer settle-
meat, and I hope that when the measure
reaches another place it will obtain more
consideration than former measures of the
kind received.

Mr. Panton: Now you are getting opti-
mistic.

Itr. WITHERS: I am sorry the member
for Swan (Mr. Sampson) has not remained
in the Chamber, seeing that he took more
than three parts of my speech in order to
make his own. Doubtless the reason is that
the Swan district cannot compare with the
South-West. However, the position which
has been outlined by the member for Swa~u
is anl indication of what closer settlement
has achieved and is achieving in the South-
West. A continuance of that policy will
mecan for the South-West very great ad-
vaneemfant indeed. It is hardly necessary
for me to go into the question of group
settlement, since the Minister for Lands has
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signified his intention of considerably alter-
ing the conditions in that respect. However,
the membher for Swan has given us indica-
tions of what the South-West can do in the
way of dairying. I was rather alarmed-
when I came back to the Chamber after
chasing around to look for a balance sheet
of the 'South-West Dairy Products Ltd.-
to discover that the member for Swan was
dealingr elaborately with the matter I was
looking for. I do not say he had my balance
sheet, but he showed a greater grasp of it
than I possess. Moreover, my copy of the
balance cheet was missing. During last
year's Address-in-reply debat 'e I mentioned
the desiruction of the State farm at Bun-
bury. The cutting-up of that State farm
into sitial sections has resulted in many
soldier settlers there making a good living
off 80 acres of land. Not many people
could do that on the wheat areas. Let me
point out that there are many other South-
Western locations where the same process
could lie continued-especially between Pin-
jarre *nnd Cape]. Moreover, railways are
already running through the properties. I
hope the Mfinister for Lands will give his
seriou.q consideration to the question of set-
fling lands which have been served by rail-
ways for many years One does not like
repretition, but a good evergreen like the
South-West can with advantage be broughL
up time and again. In dealing with the
question of closer settlement last year, Mr.
Ang-win said he had not lost sight of the
development of the lands in the area to
wvid I refer. I hope that aspect will be
given full consideration when closer settle-
me~t. legislation is going through the House.
I am not so much concerned with profits
from South-Western butter factories, be-
eau~e I realise that a proportion of those
profts bas accrued. not from local produc-
tion of butter but from the importation of
butter into Western Australia. During the
slack iseason of the year butter has to be
imp'wted. That butter is not sold as Bun-
bury butter, its price being about one penny
per lb. dearer than that of the Bunbury
article. Traders could not afford to buy
oversea butter and retail it as Bunbury
butter. There is, however, so much demand
for Dunhury butter to-day that the market
cannot be supplied. Boans and other firms
cannot secure the quantities of Bunbury
butter that they need. The Bunbury fac-
tory during last year produced 502 tons of

butter, as compared with 306 tons for the
previous year.

Mr. Davy: How much butter did they i~f-
port themselves?

Mr. WITHERS : I am not much
concerned as to that. However, one
point specially appeals to me. The
quantity of creamn received at the Bun-
bury butter factory during the 12 months was
914 tons, for which £E68,401 was paid. Then
there were 602 tons of commercial butter
manufactured. Whether the Z97,0ti0 prolib
is due to that, or to the extra importation,
I am not concerned. What does interest
mc is the fact that we have increased the
turnover from 306 tens to 502 tons, an in-
crease which, I think, is enormous for one
year's operations.

.Mr. Davy: Do they import any consider-
able quantity of butter?

Mr. WITHERS: Yes, I think so, but I
am not concerned with that. 'What ims-
presses me is the increased production.

M1r. Griffiths: They have to import to
i~aintnin continuit .

Mr. WITHERS: Yes, that is so. The
quantity of ice manufactured is also a conL-
sideration. During the 12 months 524 tons
of ice wans produced aL the Bunbury butter
factory, and As supplied to all the South-
West districts. We could not have ice mnafa-
factured. in Bunbury had we not a butter
factory. Thea fuel and water cost 9626.
stamps £149, and railage and cartage £1,723.
One little factory producing that amount of
revenue to the State is worth considerian.
Lighting and telephone cost £240, while;£5541
was p)aid in rates and. taxes. So the State
is benefiting, in many ways from this little
concern. During last year's debate I said
the Government would be wise to sell the
Bussolton butter factory to the South-West
Co-operative Co. It seemed to inc that
better progress could then be made. This
hans proved to be correct. The factory was
purchased, and the first seven months'
operations have shown a profit of £558 at
the Busselton butter factory. In addition
to that, they have secured ten acres of the
land at the 'Margaret River for the purpose
of extending their operations as may be re-
quired. In the near future, I hope, that
will be the centre of the butter production,
for the Margaret River district, if properly
developed, could supply a great quantity of
butter. I am very proud of the position of
the South-West to-day, and I hope the eyes
of the Government will he on the South-
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West during the coming years with the oh
jeet of proving that by closer settlement we
can advance not only the South-West, but
the whole of the State. When, recently, I
accompanied the Minister for Works to
Albany, a port to port conversation with
allusions to jealousies cropped up. 1 told
an Albany many frankly that 1 was not
jealous of Albany's surroundings or of any.
thing else that it had, hut only of its port.
1 said that it we bad that port in Bunhucy,
we -would not care for all the Albanys in
the world. I would not then he afraid or
the great South-West being affected by any
of the other ports. The member for Fre-
mantle to-night said that certain extensions
were required in the Freinantle harbour. I
hope they are. Rut if there is congestion
there, since the alternative mileage from
many of our agricultural distnicts to Fre-
mantle or to Runbury is so similar, I say
why not spend a little more money on the
established port at Bunbury and a little les~s
on the port within the metropolitan area'

MNr. Latham: A true decentralisation
policy, that.

Mr. WITHERS: I appreciate the fact
that the Minister for Railways has taken the
stand that each port shall get the produce
from its natural zone. At JBnnbury last
year we had a great falling-off in wheat
export, but this year we have established a
riecord. On the iAddress-in-reply last year,
I said we must to a certain extent regard
the timber industry as a diminishiag indus-
try, but that we had other industries to take
its place. We have to look to the future,
and if we can get the wheat to which Bun-
bury is entitled there is no reasoni why the
Government should not give us a more up-
to-date harbour than we have to-day. I
hate repetition, but this is the fourth time
in the House that I have urg-ed the Govern-
mient to do something in this connection.
Having got this report of the Bnhary Har-
bour Board, I should not be doing my duty
to my electorate if I did not let the House
know that we had a record in wheat to make
up for what we have lost in timber. And
that loss has not been sustained by the
whole of the South-West, for as the result
of the operations of the Margaret River
railway certain timber has been railed to
Busselton to be shipped away from that port.
That, I think, is perfectly justifiable. This
year we have sent away 51,,971 tons of wheat
from Bunbury.

The Minister for Railways. You have had
over a million bags.

Mir. WITHERS: That is so; I have the
figures here. This report shows that we have
shipped 1,032,336 bags of wheat, which con-
stitutes a record.

The Minister for Railways: You have had
more than that.

Mr. WITHERS: Yes, since this report
was made out there has been shipped an.
other 24,3S,7 tons. That is the position to-
day. That position has another effect on the
South-West and the State, in that our
bunkering trade has considerably increased.
Last year our coal export was 10,110 tons,
whereas this year it has increased to 23,183
tons. It shows that if you can get more
ships to call at your port you have a hotter
chance of increasing the hunkering trade.
Although we have so much of that brade to-
day, we shall get a bigger trade yet if we
can secure improved harbour facilities.

MNr. A. Wansbrough: The Navigation Act
will hit you there,

Mlr. WITHERS: The report states, "coal
bunkering trade shows a satisfactory in-
crease as against the previous year." There
has been a falling-off in our fruit exports,
due principally to the fact that we have no
cool storage facilities at Bunbury.

Mr. Sampson Then you are on the same
basis as is Fremantle.

Mr. WITHERS: Growers have comnpli-
merited the shippers and the Harbour Board
on the way they have handled their fruit
shipped through Banbury. The only trouble
is that the facilities are not as good as they
are at Fremiantle.

Mr. 3. H. Smith: But it costs 4d. or 6d.
per ease more.

Mr. WITHERS: That is so. M.ost cer-
tainly when there is a lack of proper facili-
ties, the Government ought to provide them.
The imports to Bun bury last year were over
6,000 tons, principally naphtha and kero-
sene, as in the past. 'Of course the whole
of the petrol and kerosene for the South-
West comes to Bunbury, and is there stored
in sheds. A movement is now afoot to
have bulk stores established for petrol. It
is unnecessary for me to enlarge upon
this, but when one makes comments in
the House he should be sure that his
figures justify his remarks. I should
have been lacking in my duty had I not
spoken on the Address-ia-reply and taken
the opportunity to once more place before
the Government the position of the Bun-
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bury harbour. It is true that I have been
told by the Engineer-in-Chief personally*
that he has not yet got out his report.
However, that is no reason why I should
not remind the Government of the import-
ance of that report, and the necessity for
getting it as early as possible. I saw in
the newspaper this mornin-I doa not
know whyv I was not notified of it-that
the New South Wales commissioners are
going to Bunbury to make certain investi-
gations. I hope the figures I have quoted
will be presented to them in Bunbury, and
that they will see for themselves how
necessary it is that something should be
done. Having dealt with the dairy pro-
ducts and the necessity for improved bar-
hour facilities, I have dealt with the most
important requirements of my district
generally. Then there are the public hos-
pitals. I wish to congratulate the Gov-
ernment on what they have done in this
respect. As the result of sonic remarksI
made here in the discussion on the Esti-
mates on one occasion, inquiries were
made, and although we did not get all I
had asked for, we got wonderful improve-
ments in the Bunbury Hospital. That hos-
pital at present is more up to date than
ev'er before. This is due largely to the
sympathy of the Minister for Health. We
have been informed that Parliament will
be asked once more to give consideration
to a measure dcaling with State insurance.
I realise that there will be opportunities
to discuss the Bill fully when it is pre-
sented to the House. Still, I should like
to say that I realise the necessity for such
a measure and that the Crovernment are
fully justified in re-introducing it. Last
year legislation was passed making it
compulsory for taxi-drivers carrying
passengers to effect insurance to the ex-
tent of £100 per passenger, or a minimum
of £1,000. When such a provision has
been made compulsory, it seems hard that
the bus owners should be left to the mercy
of the insurance companies. I mention this
fact because the insurance companies are
charging a premium of £14 for cover of
£1,000. At the same time the companies
are advertising as follows:-

Have you a motorist accident policyv All
for £1. Death, £500; permanent total disable-
ment, 9500; permanent partial disablement,
£250; temporary total disablement, per week,
£7; temporary partial disablement, per week,
£.2. Premium, E1 only.

Yet, when a bus owner asks for cover of
Q,00, the rate is jumped up from £1 to
£14.

Member: That is not compulsory insur-
ance.

Mr. WITHERS: No, that is the exorbi-
tant rate the companies are charging.

Mr. Sampson: Of course the conditions
are different.

Mr. WITHERS: I hope the conditions
will be different when the State Govern-
ment undertake the control of such
business.

Mr. Sampson: There is too much State
interference.

Mr. 'WITHERS: This is one class of
business that should be controlled by the
State. I am pleased that the Speech fore-
shadows the introduction of a local gov-
erimnient Bill. Drastic changes in local
government legislation are necessary.
Municipalities have not the power that
should be theirs. This applies to the ques-
tion of town planningI a matter that should
receive the approbation of members on
both sides of the House. At present a
municipal council have no power to inter-
fere in the design of a building on
the corner of a street. In Sunbury build-
ings have been constructed square on the
corner, thus increasing the danger to
vehicular traffic. If the council could order
a corner to be rounded off in order to
give a wider view, it would make greatly
for safety. That is one question which
should receive consideration when matters
of local government are under considera-
tion. An amendment of the Constitution
Act is another necessary measure. The
Government intend to bring down an
amendment of the Workers' Compensation
Act. Some of the provisions are not
what we thought they were when the Act
was passed, and one or two sections are
due for amendment. One matter to which
the Governent should give serious con-
sideration is that of extending assistance
to secondary industries dealing with thE
raw materials of the State. In Bunbury
there is an enterprising young man whc
has established a clothes peg factory. 11
is the only factory of its kind in Westerr
Australia and there are not many in Aus.
tralia. The man had to import niachiner;
for his factory and what he could not ob.
tain, he made. His factory is a credit t(
him. I took the Chief Secretary on a visit
to it and he was amazed at the work being
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performed. Clothes pegs are being manu-
factured from red gaim, which is regarded
as practically valueless timber. On account
of the gum veins there is considerable
waste. When the timber is milled for
clothes pegs the waste is probably 50 per
cent. As soon as an individual applies to
the Government for such timber, however,
the price is raised, while the railway
freight imposed is almost as heavy as that
on sawn timber. The Government have
encouraged the wheat industry by reducing
freights on superphosphate and abolishing
wharfage charges on wheat for export;
they have encouraged the Collie coal in-
dustry also by abolishing- wharfage, but
when at man starts an industry such as the
one at ]3unbury, he is penalised by high!
charges. Clothes pegs manufactured at
Bunbury are being sent to the Easterun
States, where the second grade at un-
reserved auction is realisin- within a frac-
tion of the price of the first grade article
in Perth.

Mr. Mann: Is it good policy to send
second grade stuff to another market?

Mir. WITHERS: I raised that question
and the reply was that if the second grade
could successfully compete with the first
grade in Melbourne, the first grade would
more than hold its own in the local market.
The first grade of peg manufactured in the
Eastern States is dumped on our market
and sold at a lower rate than iii Melbourne.

lir. Mlann: Was it always cheaper or has
it been reduced only since he put his goods
on the mairket 9

Mr. WITHERS: It has been reduced
since the Bunbury goods were put on the
market. This industry is paying wharfage;
yet there is no wharfage on wheat or coal.
Surely some consideration should be given to
goods mannufacturedi from a product of our
own soil. Tt costs as mnuch to send thc pegs
by rail to Perth and Fremnantle as to land
them in Melbourne by boat. There is no corn-
parisori between clothes pegs; manufactured
in the State aud empty kerosene tins being
returned from the country, aud yet the
manufactured article has to pay a higher
rate. The owner of the factory is paying
considerably more for electric current at
Bunbury than he would pay if he were in
Perth, the power costing him between 3d. and
4d. per unit. An industry thus established
in the country is deserving of the most sym-
pathetic consideration from the Govern-

ment. The member for Swan (Mr. Samjp-
son) referred to the work of the Main
Road Board. I have no wish to enter into
an arg-ument with the hon. member, but I
do not agree with him. I1 have been informed
that the board aimi at providing bitumen
top-dressing for all main roads. Twelve
months ago, when I spoke on the Address-
rn-reply, had I been offered a motor car as
a g-ift if I drove it to Bunbury, I would not
have -accepted it. I would not have risked
my life.

The Minister for Justice: You tried it
once and would not repeat the experience.

Air. WITHERS: That is so. Now, how-
ever, even a second grade ear like mine can
do, thme journey in comfort. I have done it

thre ime tis winter. Thanks to the Mlain
Roads Board we have a road that vehicles
canI negotiate.

Mr. Sampson: Twelve months ago the
road between IKelmscott and Armuadale was
much better than it is to-day.

Mir. WITHERS: Three years ago it took
a party of us three hours to travel from
Perth to Armadale, whereas now the distance
can be covered comfortably in three-quarters
of an hour. Wonderful benefits have al-
icady resulted from the work of the Mlain
Roadis Board, and in three years' time road
travelling- will be revolutionised. The time
is not far distant when we shall have good
roads leading from the capital to Bunbury,
Busselton arid Albany. Three weeks ago I1
wvas in Albany and it was a pleasure to make
a 12-mile run into the country. I was in-
formed then that when the section of road
in hand was completed, there would be a
good drive of 175 miles from Albany to
Williams. Is not this something to lie proud
of? The money is being well spent.

Air. Mann: That depends upon what the
roads are costing.

Mr. WITHERS. All the money that has
been collected by way of taxation has been
spent on our roads and we have never had
roads worthy of the name.

MAr. Sampson: The Perth-Guildford road
has stood up to the work.

Air. WITHERS: Of course, there are
roads in the Blaekwood district over which
one may travel 30 miles an hour in safety,
tut they have been provided by nature and
not by the road boards.

Mr. Lindsay: I could show you some
good roads that have been provided by the
road hoards.
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Mr. WITHERS: Let the hon. member
show me such a road; then I will believe it.

Mr. Brown: I will take you to Pingelly
and you can see for yourself.

Mr. WITHE RS: Under the present ays-
tern of transport no road board has made a
-road in Western Australia yet. Harvey has
one of the finest road boards and is dealing
with bad roads, and in that instance there
are one or two little patches that are very
creditable. Other than those there is nothing
to show for what has been spent.

Nfr. Griffiths: They have not had the
money.

Mr. WITHERS: Unless roads are put
down with a good foundation, they will never
last.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:- I am glad to
hear that there are roads somewhere, I have
not stei any yet.

Mr. WITHERS- A good deal has been
done in the way of railway extensions and
re-grading. I hope this will continue to be
the policy of the Government. Although we
may not be receiving quite as much surplus
from the railways as the Leader of the Op-
position said he had received in 1923, about
£143,000, 1 think the profits we have re-
ceived have been distributed in the right
way. The railway people who are respon-
sible for the earning of that money have re-
ceived more consideration at the hands of this
Government than from any other.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: What have
they received I

r.WITHERS: They have received more
than the promises that were given to them
many years ago. Those promises did Rot
materialise. To-day they are enjoying better
conditions than they did throughout the 25
years that I was a railway employee. I am
sure the member for East Perth (Mr. Ken-
neally) did not enjoy the conditions and
privileges that the men are getting to-day.
Nothing is too good for the men who earn
the money.

Mr. Sampson: Have all the promises been
fulfilled?

Mir. WITHERS: I know that every pro-
mise the Government have made will be ful-
filled.

11r, Kenneally: They are enjoying better
conditions than they did when the member
for Northam was in office.

Mr. WITHERS: There was recently an
outcry for land in the dry areas. The Gov-
ernment are adopting a wise policy in

establishing fuarther experimental farms in
order to test the land before they ask
people to work it.

Mr. Lindsay: Where are these dry areas?

M5r. WITHERS: Ghooli used to he dry;
I do not know whether it is wet yet.
The Government are to be commended for
their action in this direction. Experi-
mental farms might well he extended to
other parts of the State. The Agricultural
Department have been doing wonderfully,
good work. Closer settlement in the
Sooth-West is due to the fact that we are
learning more and more about the capabili-
ties of this great State of ours, and we
are reaping the benefits of the experiments
that have been made, It is by experiment.
that we prosper. I hope the Muresk Co]-
lege will he the means of turning out men
who are thoroughly acquainted with our
local conditions, and who, Working on
scientific lines, will certainly be the most
valuable settlers the State could have.
When these young fellows launch out and
arc able to advise other people, I am sure
they will do the State a great deal of
good. Experimental farms might be estab-
lished in many other centres. Perhaps the
day will come when we shall have other
agricultural colleges. I am pleased to
have the opportunity to make these few
remarks, and to support the motion for the
adoption of the Address-in-reply so ably
moved by the member for East Perth (Ir.,
Kenneally).

MR. 0. P. WANSBROUGH (Beverley)
[9.35.53 Some previous speakers have given
me much food for thought. The Premier
claimed that he had achieved a surplus.
He also said that by means of the Federal
grant bie had been able to relieve taxation.
That may be so in general terms, but there
is no truth in the statement so far as re-
lieving- the farming community is con-
cerned. That community is labouring
Linder a burden of taxation that is heavier
than ever it was, before. The Premier also
said he had granted the farming com-
munity a freight concession which meant
a loss to the State of £50,000. In the ease
of the primary producdrs, the concession
was so small that we do not feel the
benefit of it. We know, too, that land
holders are labouring tinder a heavy
burden of taxat ion, more particularly as
the result of the vermin tax. I learned
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to-day, in reply to a question asked of the
Honorary Minister, that the vermnin tax
has returned about £C22,000. That is very
nearly the amount of the surplus. The
Premier collected the vermin tax during
1926), hut did not spend a penny of the
mioney until July of this year. We can,
therefore, account for the surplus by put-
ting our finger on the vermin tax, which
has been paid by only one section of the
community, while the State has niot con-
trihuted one penny by way of relief. This
was not the understanding- arrived at by
the conference which dealt with the appli-
cation of the vermin rate- last year, and
which led tip to the introduction of the
Bill by the 'Minister for Agriculture. It was4
agreed by the conference that the State
shouild contribute a moiety of the tax. It
was never expected that the tax would be
imposed oil the present inequitable basis,
and that one section of the community
should pay three times as much as another
section. The pastoralists, for whom the
Bill was primarily introdueed, are con-
tributing about £10,000 in coping with the
dingo pest. Had the rate been about a
qiuarter of what it is, under present
valuations it would not have been unfair.
The definition of a vermin-proof fence is
a very drastic one, and causes the land
holder to be heavily hit. The arrangement
is not in keeping with that which was
arrived at by the conference. The Min-
ister should give us some proper idea as to
what is meant by "dog-proof fence." In
the old days a dog-proof fence was looked
uipun as one that could keep out dlingoes.
We managed our own affairs in those days,
and also considerably enhanced our land
values as a result of what was done. To-
day apparently a dog-proof fence is some-
thing that must be high enough to prevent
an object from flying over the top. It will
take more than anl ordinary fence to keep
the domestic dog out. I have even known
dogs to worry their -way through a wire-
netting fence. One man in the Keller-
berrin district will vouch for the truth of
that statement.

Mr. Lindsay: Why have any exemptions
at all?

The 'Minister for Lands: That simplifies
the whole business.

Mr. C. P. W"ANSBROIJGH:- It is neces-
sary to bring rabbits uinder the same Act.
In actual fact the rabbits are the chief

pest. Why should a rabbit-proof fence be
recognised on the one hand and not on the
other? Exemption is recognised. by the
local authorities in the ease of rabbit-proof
fences, but is not recognised under the new
Act. No one who puts uip an expensive
rabbit-proof fence receives any exemption
except at the hands of the local board. It
is a fair thing that a man should be ex-
empt when hie puts up an expensive fence
of this nature. The principle should apply
all round, The rabbits are the principal
menace and pest. The Bill was designed
to protect one section of the community
which can wvell look after itself.

Mr, Mann: Are there no rabbits in the
North?7

Mr. C. P. WANSBROUGH : Yes, but
they are not causing the damage they are
causing down south.

Mr. Chesson: They do no damage there
at all.

Mr. C. P. AVANSBROTJGH: They only
appear there in waves.

Mr. J. H. Smith: And where does the
dingo pest exist?

bir. C. P. WANSBROUGH : I admit
that dingoes are a ]nenace in the South-
W~est. They- were bad in my district but

wve have got rid of them without any
assistance. We fought our troubles alone,
and in the process put tip our land values.
We are also able to deal with the eaglehawk.
It was rather a trivial thing to embody in
an Act of Parliament. Most people who
shot them, until recently never went to the
trouble to collect the bonus. We already have
the fox. Only last Sunday week a fox was
secured within a short distance of Beverley.
Where there is one, there are others. During
the night time foxes have been beard in
various parts of the district, but this was
the first one seen. The vernin tax is bur-
densome on only one section of the comn-
munity, and that section derives no benefit
under the Act.

The Minister for Lands: Who gets the
benefit?7

Mr. C. P. WANSEROUGH : I am
dubious whether anyone benefits, From my
experience of the administration of boards
in matters of this kind, the money is spent
while the people whom the measure is de-
signed to protect become the chief sufferers.
The dog menace of to-day is caused more
by the domestic dog& than by the dingo.

Mr. Angelo:, Who asked for the measure?

181
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Mr. C. P. WANSBROUGH: The pas-
toralists in the first instance.

The Minister for Lands. You chaps never
know your own muinds..

Mr. C. P. WAN SBl0U0H: We do know
aur own minds, but are never given fair
treatment by' Ministers. Now I come to
another hardy annual of mine-group settle-
ment. It is indeed disquieting to know that
in the progress of the scheme so many
settlers have had to be wiped off, or else
have their holdings amnalgamated to the total
extent of 500 blocks. It is also highly re-
grettable to learn that out of the total num-
ber settled on blocks, 52 per cent. are gone,
while the 4S per cent. remaining are most
dissatislied, and that these 48 per cent. wvll
need to have the whole of the expenditure
on their blocks wiped off in order that they
may be given a chance of success.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Who said that?9
Mr. C. P. WANSBROUGH: That is what

people say. I amn ia the unfortunate posi-
tion of having said rightly, at the beginning,
that the scheme did not carry in it the seeds
of success. Thus 1 am bound to say now,
"I told you so." My statements during the
past six years are justified by the legislation
which is now proposed. The Leader of the
Opposition administered to me some fairly
caustic criticism when I spoke on this sub-
ject three years ago. While admiring the
persistency with which he adheres to the
scheme, I cannot agree 'with him, more es-
pecially when by way of justifying his ac-
tion in connection with group settlement hie
refers back to the settlement of the wheat
belt. There is no analogy between the two.
In the former instance the germt of success
was patent to the mian who stuck. Had it
not been for the patience and perseverance
of the wheat settler and the aid of his good
wife in 1014, the wheat position would not
he what it is to-day. Behind the group
settlement sctheme was the establishing of
the dairying industry and alied pursuits.
That goal has not been achieved, and the ex-
penditure is now nearly five millions. Where
are we to-day?

31r. J. H. Smith: Have you heen through
the groPups lately?

Mr. C. P. WANSBR QUail: 'No. flow-
ever, I saw in its original state the land on
which it was proposed to settle the groups,
and I then expressed the opinion that the
land was not suitable. Dairying cannot be
cardied en upon gravel lumps and blaekhoy
tops. As regards the industry in Vie-

tor ia, poverty was the means of calling it
into existence. Indeed, were it not for tl ?
butter bounty, the Victorian dairy fainers
could not live to-day.

Sir. Mann: There is a revenue of over
11 tnilliunw, rierling from the Victorian
'lairying industry.

Ar. A. WANSIIROUOH: Quite so, but
the produacer is not getting the benefit.
The position is as I state. It; is worth
while to continue with the group settle-
wents! In certain parts of the South-West,
more particularly in the southern areas,
there is a Chance of people mnaking good on
small holdingsq; but the scheme has not be-
hind it the necessary factor of etficient land.
Further, the people selected for the groups
have not been able to give the scheme that
chance which it would have had if seasoned
Australians had been settled on the groups.
Englishmen without the slightest knowledge
of local conditions did not settle our wheat
belt, or our wheat industry would not be in
its, present position. Further, as regari1s
the wheat belt, for every pound expended
in clearing the land, there was the assur-
ance of a threefold return in the first year.
Success in the dairying industry requires a
lion's heait. aiid the will to stick. The ques-
tion is now, shall the scheme be continued?
I agree wvith thc Minister for Lands thit
it is essential to pat the scheme on a proper
tooting, but as regards a great deal of the
land the settlers have no chance of succeed-
ing. 1 speak as a practical man.

Mr. S. H. Smith: As a practical man!
You have not seen the land. You arec con-
denining the whole scem-ie without having
seen it.

MLJr. C. P. WANSBROUGH: I know the
land. In the very pick of the South-West,
in the Bridgetown. district, an averagec man
standing on the banks of the Blackwood
River can throw a cricket hail into the poor
land. 'There is good land in the South-
West, hut it does not extend far enough.
The country was taken up by pioneers 60
or 70 years ago, and their descendants are
still struggling. However, enough of that
subject. I have the courage of my convic-
tions, and I say still that despite the expent-
diture of enormous sumis of money on the
group settlements we have not gone any
cousiderable way towards the achievement
of the main object. Now as regards. the
excellent advice given by the Premier at the
close of his speech with regard to finatncial
arrangements between the Commonwealth
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and the States. It is a pity the hon. gen-
tleman did not give that advice 12 niontos
ago, or rather that our State Government
did not treat the Federal Government's pro-
posals a little more favourably at the time.

The Minister for Mfines: If we head done
so, we would not have got the present offer.

Mr. C. P. WANSBBOUGH: I believe that
even with the original suggestions from the
Federal Government much better results
would have been achieved earlier if the same
admirable spirit had existed then as the
Premier is displaying to-day. There is noth-
ig like sleeping oil a proposition for a day
or two. At that time, again, I made no
error in my attitude. I look at the question
from the aspect of per capita payments.
I am convinced that a good deal of the ex-
penditure connected with group settlement
and the introduction of migrants has been
wasted, inasmuch as large numbers of thc
migrants brought here at considerable ex-
pense have gone on to the Eastern States,
thus benefiting the per capita position there
at our expense. Population here has not in-
creased to the samne extent as population Iin

the Eastern States.
The Minister for Railways: We did not

payv for bringing those people here.
Mr. C. P. WANSBROUGH: However, wve

shall benefit by the Premier's advice. Ar-
other hardy annual of mine is the Dale River
railway proposition. Mr. Stileman's cow-
prehensive railway scheme, which the Min-
ister for Works submitted to this Chamber,
appeals to me in toto. The Government
ought to bring down a comprehensive rail-
way policy for Western Australia. There
are so many lines to be built. A matter
which the member for Avon (.%r. Griffiths)
has brought prominently before the House
is the position of the Yarramony settlers
and the promises made to them years ago
-promises that are still unfulfilled. As
regards the Dale river railway I know
there is a difficulty as to the grades, and I
am anxious to know the real position, but
up to the present have not been able to as-
certain it. I trust, however, that the first
section of the line w-ill be constructed in the
near future, as promised by the Premier.
and that the carrying-oat of the other part
of the promise, as to the serving of the
Kondinin east-ward country, will follow.

The Minister for Railways: We do not
want to build the first section of the line
without knowing what the position is.

iMr. C. P. WANSBROUGH; Let the Gov-
einent tell the people wvhat is going to be
done.

The Minister for Railways: We have had
survey after survey.

Mr. C. P. WANSBROUGII: I do not
know that a peg has been put in east of the
Great Southern line.

The M~inister for Railways: We are speak-
ing of west of the Great Southern.

Mr. C. P. WANSEROTJGH: I am now
referring to the through proposition. The
Government should build the first section
to the Dale River settlers, a distance of 28
miles, which must be built on the trunk line
scale, so as to beeome eventually a portion of
the main system. I am indeed pleased that
the Honorary Minister in charge of water
supply has made available the services of
the Chief Engineer for Water Supply, NL.
O'Brien, in connection with the question of
the salinity of the Avon River water from
the aspect of irrigation. I understand the
present position to he that a survey has been
completed and a report made. These facts
show the earnest desire of the Minister to
keep his promise of last session. I hope
this year's Estimates will contain an
item in this connection. Now wve come
to the question of the Main Roads
Board. We have already heard some
rather startling statements regarding the
operations of that body, more particularly
through the columns of the Press. There
have been meetings of local governing au-
thorities and conferences at which the dis-
cussions indicated that the authorities did not
consider they had been getting a fair- deal.
From my experience I can say that I have
had a fair deal, but I have not limited my
transactions with them to writing letters. I
have personally interviewed members of the
hoard and I state emphatically that I have
been very favourably treated indeed. I know,
however, that is not always the position
when it comes to matters dealt with by cor-
respondence. I believe the complaints of
the local boards are justified and that closer
co-ordination between the local authorities
and the Main Roads Board is necessary either
by means of conferences or interviews. Con-
fusion exists between the two sets of bodies,
more particularly regarding the meaning of
some of the terms contained in the Act.
There is confusion regarding the interpre-
tation of "main roads, ". .trunk roads," and
"arterial roads." Half the boards do not
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know what their liabilities are in connection
with the roads. If members of the Main
Roads Board, or the officers, could be sent
round the country districts to confer with
the local authorities, nothing but good would
result. Like the member for Moore (Mr.
Ferguson), 1 am desirous of assisting the
Government, as I would assist any Govern-
went in charge of the Treasury bench. I
have not quite so many bouquets to throw
about as he had, but he is a new member.
When he has had some more experience he
will not he inclined to throw so many
bouquets, because they may prove embarras-
sing wvhen he wishes to say something that is
not quite so complimentary. Personally, I
will give support to the Government if
I think their actions are right, and will op-
pose and criticise them if I consider they
are wrong. The best thing the Government
can do at present to prove their bone fides
and their desire to assist one particular sec-
tion of the community is to abolish the Ver-
min Act Amendment Act or, at any rate, to
amend it still further in a most drastic man-
ner. I wish to refer to the charges made this
evening by the member for Fremantle (Mr.
Sleeman) regarding the condition of wheat
shipped overseas and the handling conditions
on the Fremantle wharf during the present
season. That her. member said that con-
siderable quantities of wheat had been ship-
ped overseas in a very bad condition. At
the time I interjected and asked him if that
included wheat from the pool, and he replied
that it did. In plain language, I repudiate
that statement. Out of a total of 60 ship-
loads sent from Western Australia, only one
query was received regarding the condition
of portion of one shipment, and then only 10
tons was allowed as wheat in a damaged con-
dition overseas.

Mir. Sleeman: Up to date.

Mr. C. P. WANS'BROEJGH: Yes.
Mr. Sleemon: That proves nothing! I re-

iterate what I said bef ore. Call for an in-
quiry, if you do not believe me, and see what
you get!I

Mr. C. P. WANSRROUGH: I anm not
speaking as a member of Parliament only,
but as a member of the advisory committee in
connection with the wheat pool. I have first
hand information. The hon. member can
refer as much as he likes to the wheat
handled by other firms, but when he refers
to the wheat handled by the pool, I give
his statements an emphatic denial.

Mr. Sleeman: Don't try to push it on to
the other firms!

Mr. G. P. WAINSBROUGH: 1 am not
doing so; I am merely absolutely repudiating
your statements so far as they apply to the
wheat pool.

M)r. Sleeman: Then call for an inquiry.
Mr~. C. P. WANSBROUGH: Instead of

tackling the pool and other people handl-
ing wheat in the way he did, it wvould have
been better had the member for IFremantle
exercised his ability and influence with the
,Minister for Railways regarding the pro-
vision of sheets for trucks, and had he
done so, there might not have been any
necessity to bring this matter before the
House.

The Minister for Railways: In what wayl'
Mr. C. P. WALNSBROUGH: On the 27th

April, 1926, an influential deputation, ar-
ranged by the trustees of the Co-operative
Wheat Pool and comprising representatives
of the flour 'Millers' Association, the Prim-
ary Producers' Association, the wheat ship-
pers, the produce and timber merchants, as
well as the fertiliser distributors, waited up-
on the Minister for Railways. A report of
that deputation appeared in the "West
Australian" of the 28th April, 1926, and I
wish to read it, because it demonstrates con-
clusively, in my opinion, that if there was
any difficulty regarding damaged wheat the
Government had the opportunity to remedy
it, as their attention had been drawn to the
difficulty.

Mr. Sleeman: Now you say there may
have been some damaged wheat sent away.

Mr. Griffiths: And it amounted to 10
tons.

Mir. C. P. WANSBROUGH: That is so.
The report in the "West Australian-

The Minister for Railways: Before you
read the report, do you know what has trans-
pired since?

Mr, C. P. WANSEROUGH: Yes, there
were not sufficient sheets.

The Minister for Railways: The supply of
sheets has been increased by 33-1/3 per
cent.

Mir. C. P. WANSBROUGH: I want to
read the report to show the position taken
uip by the wheat handling agents regarding
the transport of wheat to Fremantle.

The Minister for Railways: Do you know
that we have put more sheets into the pos-
session of the Railway Department during
the last two years, than was done for a
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long- lime before that. W~e have put in ten
timies as iani- as the Government you sup-
p orted.

Mr. C. P. AXSBBOIJGH: That is
questionable. Tbe report in the "West Auts-
tralian" was as follows:-

In the course of his remarks Mr. T, 1t. Bath,
a trustee of the Co-operative 'Wheat Pool, stated
that at present there was an appalling short-
age of truck tarpaulins, but that he looleed
uipon the provision of sheets as a remunerative
investment for the lRailway Department as they
were -hired out at 2s. 6d, each. Therefore the
Mfin ster would be justified in making liberal
provision for sufficient sheets to cover produce
in transit-

The Mfinister for Lands: A lot of the
wheat was stacked in the country and uin-
covered.

Mr. C. P. WANSBIIOUGIfl .1r. Bath
further stated-

There should be, lie thought, a provision in the
regulations against chaff being railed without
proper coverings in bad weather. Ile asked the
Minister to make sonic immediate provision to
secure additional sheets and also to prepare for
the increased production of next season, so
preventing loss to wheat handlers, millers andl
produce inerhats-

The 'Minister for Railways: At that timec
1,500 sheets had been provided, twice as
many as before.

31r. C. P. WAVNSRROUGHT: Mr. Bath
went on to say-

Trucks of which the tare was proportina~tely
less than that of the present. ''Ge'' trucks
should be provided, as they would eniabk, wheat
to be handled more expeditiously. Whea-t hand-
lers found that ''Q" and ''Qa" trucks were
satisfactory. The position was one that called
for foresight and] staitesmanlike policy, and re-
quired immediate attention.

Mr. W. Padhury of the Flour Millers' Asso-
ciation said that tem ienmbers of the deputa-
tioit had striven for increased rolling stock
aiid an adequacy of tarpaulins year after year.
The -whcatgrowers; and flour millers were suf-
fering heavy losses which had to be passed on
to the consumers-

The Minister for Railways: All that has
been attended to since.

Mr. C. P. WANSBROUGLI1: Tire report
eontinued-

Waterlogged wheat was -arriving at the wills
and decaying, and in many eases becoming un-
fit for humian consumption. The millers (lid not
wvant wheat containing sach a high percentage
of water. He wished to urge the dire necessity
for this provision of rolling stock and sheets
lbeing made irrespective of cost in Order that

[8)

millers aight receive wheat in dry coadition andl
mill it creditably. Thus they would ho able to
maintain their reputation for producing Sonic Of
the best flour, and by lbuilding up that reputa-
tion, gain a larger share of the world's markets.

Mr. .Jneksou, representing Messrs. F. & C.
Piesse, said that the expenditure for additional
coverings would be smiall- about 2,000 sheets
would be sufficient- and that the inability of
the Railway Department to deliver wheatt dur-
ing the wet men ths of the yecar in the condition
in which it was received at the sidings, caused
all the trouble.

Mr. A. C. McCallum,, representing the fertil-
iser distributors, stressed the necessity for ft
comprehensive end progressive railway policy.
H~e congratulated the department on the work
done with the equipment at its disposal. He
con sidered no other Railway Commissioner in
the Empire was handicapped by such iade-
quate rolling stock.

Mr. Willeock stated lie did not agree. wit!'
that.

TIn the course of the Minister's reply- to the
deputation, hie expressed pleasure at thecir op-
timistic view concernig cereal products in the
fuiture. Ho said that on the pregranmme for the
next 12 months provision had beena made for
820 sheets.

The Minister- for Railway-,: That has
been doubled sinice.

Mr.- C. P. WANGBROUG-H: Yes. The
report of the Minister's remarks con-
tinned-

He had discussed the matter with the Treas-
urer about a fortnight ago, and MAr. Collier had
agreed that that provision most be 'mmde at
once.

Mr. Witleock also mentioned that some trucks
were to be muade, and that 10 new locomotives
similar to those imported in 1925 would be
built locally. He stated that sheets would be in-
creased by 25 per cent, during the next two
years, and that their manufacture wottld be ex-
pedited so that 500 would be completed with",a
the necxt few- months.

Mr. H. E. Braine, of the Westralian Farmers,
said that the provision of 820 sheets would not
help much, and Mr. Padhury said that Jiw uiills
had refused to accept wheat unless sheets were
provided.

The 'Minister for Railways: Tell uts what
linns happened since then.

Mr. Sleemnan: Tell us what you got extra
for the wet wheat.

Mr. C. P. WANSBROCGIH: I know
that we had enormous losses and the ship-
ping companies had great losses too, for
the pool had to bear considerable expense
in reconditioning soame of the wheat before
it could be handled.

The Minister fur Railways: But you want
to tell the House what has happened re-
garding the deputation.

185
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Air. C. P. WANSBROUGH: This is what
happened regarding the wheat pool. The
Westralian Farmers Ltd., the agents for
the Co-operative Wheat Pool, this year
purchased .360 tons of iron and the
necessary timber to protect 21/ million
bags of wheatg in the country areas. It
was anticipated that, with this quantity
protected in the country, the railways
would transport the balance either to ports
or mills before the wvet season set in. Ex-
cssive rains fell throughout the whole

State during the month of 'March, as much
mis 7in. being registered east of Merredin,
which is in the heart of the wheat belt.
Consequently, every bag of wheat that was
uncovered in trucks at that time was
damaged by the excessive rains.

The Minister for Lands: And also many
of the bags that were uncovered in the
stacks.

Mr. C. P. WANSBROUGH : Undoubt-
edly they were damaged, too, but the pool
authorities and the handling agents d
their part as far as the protection of the
wheat in the country was concerned, and
had the 'Minister for Railways lived up to
his promise and delivered the 820 sheets.
it would have made at big difference.

The Minister for Railways: But we
doubled that inumber.

Mr. C. P. WVAKSBROUCA{: Not then,
buat later on.

Mr. Sleernan: Then you are blaming the
Government for the wet wheat.

Mr. C. P. WANSBROUGH: Suificiejit
new sheets could not be obtained from [lhe
Railwav'y Department because they were
wanted to cover the fertiliser consignments
at the time.

The 'Minister for Railways: That wheat
was stacked in the open air. That was not
the reason.

Mr. C. P. WANSHROEGH: That was
the explanation riven by the Commissioner
of Railways.

The Minister for Railways: Why, the
wheat was stacked in the open!

Mir. C. P. WYAN\SBROUX: Very few
sheets were availnlble for the covering of
the wheat and it was impossible to give
quick despate]h to the various vessels load-
in grain in consequence of that fact.

MIr. Sienian : Much of' the loss was
caused through the wheat being wet when
it was put into the trucks.

-Mr. C. 13. WANSEROUGHI: If that were
so, I could quite understand it happening.
The fact remains that we did not have a
sufficient supply of covering for the trucks,
notwithstanding that the matter had been
brought prominently before the Minister
for Railways, whio had promised to assist
'is.

Mr. Sleeman: There is such a thinz ais
reconditionin.

Mir. C. P. WANSBROCGH: The pool
had to go to great expense in recondition-
ing the wheat and that caused unnecessary
delay to the ships. As to the statement of
the member for Fremantle that pool wheit
was loaded into trucks for Fremantle in a
damaged condition, I give that a most
emphatic denial.

The Minister for Railways: He wa,
talking about the wheat six wveeks ago.

Mr. (iriffiths: What was the quantity re-
conditioned?

Mr. C. P. WVANSBROUGH: I cannot say
exactly but out of a total of 60 shipload-
,sent away by the pool only 10 tons had to
lie allowed off as losses.

Mr. Sleenian : Three weeks ago wheat
was being sent awvay in bad condition.

Mr. C. P. WANSBROUQH: Well, I have
made my reply to the hon. member's state-
mient. I aim sorry he did not devote hiq
energy towards giving better advice to the
Covernment and thus help to obviate the
piosition.

On motion by Mr.
j orined.

North, debate ad-

House adjourned at 10.16 p.m.


